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We are returning to weekly in-person worship! Yes, there are some folks who are still waiting a little while to 

return as they just aren’t comfortable yet. Sure, we still should not be shaking hands, gathering in larger groups 

close together, and hugging non-family group folks. We need to continue following CDC and PA Health 

guidelines: proper cleaning following meetings and events, use of contact tracing, using one entrance and exit, 

maintaining social distancing in the hallways and sanctuary, expecting that everyone will wear a face covering 

when inside the facility, limiting attendance numbers, etc. But we are moving in a favorable direction! The 

numbers of positive Coid-19 cases seem to have peaked and seem to be coming down. The vaccine is being 

offered in greater numbers every week. Having said that, we still need to remain vigilant in our actions. 

Wearing face coverings. Washing our hands. Sanitizing when and where needed. Remaining cautious when 

going out shopping and out to restaurants and events as they open. Those things probably will not go away 

now, being our new acceptable practice. We have adapted and have moved forward. We shouldn’t be fearful, 

but we do need to be vigilant and maintain this new status quo. 

 We are returning to Wednesdays in the Word study and activity for Children and Adults. February 3rd should 

be the first day we are gathering in the Adult SCS room on the first floor and the children’s SCS room on the 

second floor. The Adults will be studying ‘Sabbath’. The children will be studying ‘Penguins’. We will continue 

every Wednesday into May, making any adjustments as needed. We will not be meeting on Ash Wednesday 

(February 17th). 

 Our new Administrative Board met (using the simplified structure) on January 19th. The first organizational 

meeting went well. We recognize a need to adapt and align teams to have the meeting flow smoother. Also, as 

all the congregational ministry teams meet, please remember to send in minutes or a report so the Admin 

Board knows what is happening, how they can be supportive, and offer guidance as needed. 

 We have a new congregational administrative software program being used in the office, as well as a new 

financial software program in-place. Both of which should aid in quicker and more accurate reporting, as well 

as better connectivity with congregants and smoother financial bill paying and reporting. Beth and Laura 

continue to work with and learn more about both programs. 

 Thank You. Thank You. Thank You. Thank You for being such faithful givers. Thank You being able to 

adapt and overcome in such a strange time. Thank You for all the prayers, encouragement, and support that 

have been lifted over and over again these past months. We are truly better together in Christ! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Randy 

Friends, I bring You Happy New Year’s Greetings!  

Yes, I realize that it is February. However, we are just beginning a 

new year with tons of hope and new opportunities. Therefore, it is 

OK to share the greeting, for at least another week or two during 

this second month of the new year. 
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

By Pastor Tiffany Manning, Children’s Pastor 

Zoomin’ in to Sunday School! 

Children’s Sunday School continues to be offered online each week. 

Zoom Sunday School is from 9:15-10:00 a.m. each Sunday from the 

comforts of your own home. To join us, log on to Zoom at 

https://zoom.us/j/95641953948. Our lesson involves reading from 

the Bible, watching a video, lively discussions, games, and an activity 

sheet. This month, our faith word is GUIDE, to show the way like 

the light of Christ. We will learn about the Lord’s Prayer, Zacchaeus, 

Mary and Martha, and when Jesus calmed the storm. If you have any 

questions, please contact Pastor Tiffany. There’s plenty of room on 

Zoom, so consider inviting a friend! 

Wednesdays in the Word 

As of now, it is our prayer that Wednesdays in the Word will resume 

in February in-person. Our first winter series will be…PENGUINS! 

Penguins come in all sizes, and every penguin species has something 

unique about it. Each species also has something they can teach us 

about living for Jesus. As we learn more about these winter weather 

friends, we will study God’s Word, make crafts, and have fun! If our 

Penguins series goes virtual, supply bags will be distributed to each 

home so we can still have high-quality programming while also 

staying safe and healthy. 

Children’s Sermon Series: Toy Stories 

Whether you’re an actual kid or a kid at heart, we all love to play 

with toys. This winter, Pastor Tiffany will continue using common 

toys to talk about Bible stories and remind us of biblical truths. In 

February, we’ll talk about dinosaurs, piggy banks, and remote-

controlled cars, so be sure to tune in to worship each week! 

 

 If you have something to contribute to the newsletter, you can email me at 

elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or contact me at 717-578-1113 for my 

mailing address (which is also in the church directory) by February 20! 

All creative ideas are welcome! 

 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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WEDNESDAYS IN THE WORD 

Friends, at this time we are planning to return on February 3rd!  

For the Adults - We will be looking at the meaning of ‘Sabbath’. Hint: 

Sabbath isn’t always on Sunday = it is a day of rest, of worship, of 

thankfulness, of rejoicing, and so much more. Two questions to ask 

ourselves as we think of the Sabbath: What will I stop doing on the 

Sabbath? What will I do on the Sabbath to draw nearer to God?  

For the Children – Pastor Tiffany will be talking about Penguins. Did You 

know that Penguins are only found in the Southern Hemisphere? That there 

are 18 or 19 species, from as small as 10” tall weighing only 2 or 3 lbs. to 

the largest that can grow to 36” to 44” tall and weigh 60 to 90lbs.  

 We will gather on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:39pm for Adult 

study and conversation as well as Children’s study and activities. Adults are 

meeting in the Adult SCS while the Children are meeting upstairs in their 

SCS Room. The Children are being led by Pastor Tiffany with help from 

Breanne.  

Everyone is invited to join us! 

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT 

Friends, the season of Lent begins on February 17th with Ash 

Wednesday. This year I would like to do something a little different. I 

would invite us to take a ‘40-day Walk with Wesley’. Bishop Reuben P. 

Job wrote this book in 2011. Each day of our walk together during 

Lent, we will share in a ‘daily pattern’ of prayer, scripture, readings of 

Wesley, and a time for reflection. 

Lent has traditionally been a season of renewal, repentance, study, and 

preparation. Traditionally individuals ‘like to give up something’ 

during Lent. I have suggested instead of ‘giving up’ try adding 

something new or different to Your daily activities. We can use this 

book as a daily devotional, helping us focus as we walk together. 
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SOUND/VIDEO SYSTEM OPEN HOUSE 

Looking for Volunteers! For anyone interested in learning or retraining how to operate the sound and video for 

Messiah’s service, there will be an Open House in the sanctuary hosted by a few of the current sound and video 

operators on 2/6/2021 from 9AM – 12PM. There will be an opportunity to learn and run the digital mixer, as 

well as the video equipment that allows Messiah to live stream and record its services. If you are unable to 

make the open house but are still interested in helping to operate the sound and video, please contact Jeff 

Green. 

JGREEN6018@GMAIL.COM 

Mobile: 717-818-6496 

THANK YOU 

The Kepner family would like to 

thank their Messiah family for 

their condolences and well wishes 

during the recent loss of Connie’s 

mother, Barbara (Nana B) Smith. 

While we could not be together, 

your love and prayers were felt! 
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YOUTH NEWS 

February 7th  Youth Group 5:30-7 pm  

February 14th   Youth Group 5:30-7 pm 

February 21st  Youth Group 5:30-7 pm 

February 28th  Youth Group 5:30-7 pm 

We’re looking forward to the possibilities that 2021 

is bringing to us. There is hope that as Covid cases 

decrease, and vaccines are distributed, that we can 

return to some of our bigger events, but for now 

we are going to join together in person, in February, 

at Calvary UMC for Youth Group on Sunday 

nights. Check out the announcements for any 

changes to this schedule. The youth group will be 

studying the book of Romans, and the formation of 

our Christian faith.  
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UNITED METHODIST MEN  

Please be advised that all United Methodist Men’s’ prayer breakfasts 

are cancelled until further notice. We will let you know when we 

resume. 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 

A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to 

inspire reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 

 

 Talk it over with the great 
physician—no appointment 
necessary. 

 Christ’s blood makes us safe; 
God’s word make us sure. 

 The way to face Christ as judge 
is to know Him as your friend. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

No current updates available for UMW. Please contact 

Sharon March if you have any questions. 
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Week Epistles 
(Sunday) 

The Law 
(Monday) 

History 
(Tuesday) 

Psalms 
(Wednesday) 

Poetry 
(Thursday) 

Prophecy 
(Friday) 

Gospels 
(Saturday) 

1        
2        
3        
4        

 

 

How did we do with the first month of reading the Bible in this format? Definitely a different, but very 

interesting? Trying to get into a ‘dedicated regular habit’ each day? 

Each day we spend time in different sections of the scriptures: The Epistles, The Law, History, The Psalm, 

Poetry, Prophecy, and The Gospels. This will allow a ‘break’ from a traditional study and challenge us each 

week. We will be moving throughout the entire Bible each week, helping us to better understand where the 

individual books are located as well as how the scriptures are grouped together.  

I’m often asked, what is the ‘BEST’ Bible to read and study. I always offer that a good choice is one which we 

find is the easiest to read and understand. Open the book up, spend a little time reading from different sections 

of scripture, see if it the translation is easy for You to understand. Translations that have multiple editors and 

are advertised as a ‘Study Bible’ with lots of good background information are often a wise choice. If there is 

only one name as editor, it may not be as good as one with multiple editors. Our scriptures have been originally 

translated from Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. One person may have a bias, but multiple persons 

reviewing the verses could have a better grasp of the entire message or story.  

I must offer that my ‘favorite’ way is via a Chronological Study Bible. It is organized entirely different than a 

traditional Bible, as it brings us through scripture in their timeframe of occurrence. Giving us a very different 

look at the prophets, history, the Gospels and Epistles and how they interact and overlap. (Psalms were not all 

written at the same time. Job is found very early. All the interesting overlapping and interaction with the 

prophets.) 
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YORK CITY DAY CAMP – NEWS 

Here is an opportunity for everyone to support this 

amazing program! On Saturday, February 20th, YCDC 

is having a fundraiser with Mod Pizza on East Market 

Street, York, PA We will receive 20% of all sales, as 

long as we have 20 participants. Please be watching the 

weekly email blast and bulletin for complete 

information! The flyer is on the next page for your 

convenience. 

Also… we are in great need for persons to join the 

board helping to administer, guide, and direct this camp. 

If You have a call to help children grow in their faith. If 

You have a love to see children grow and support each 

other. If You have a desire to make a difference in the 

lives of children… please see Pastor Randy, Laura G., 

Breanne B., Judy B., or Beth G. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

The Souper Bowl Sunday February 7th event will be different this year. Gathering in a large group to collect 

and count cans, share a meal, and announce a winner just isn’t possible this year. However, you can still help 

make a difference, by giving of yourself… making a small sacrifice for others. Over the next two weeks, instead 

of visiting Starbucks, Sheetz, or Rutter’s every day for a cup of coffee or having that extra snack or beverage, 

set those fund$ aside. Make those funds a donation to Messiah UMC designated for the Souper Bowl. For 

example, Pastor Randy has committed to foregoing breakfast at the local quick-service restaurants for two 

weeks leading into February 7th, amounting to about $5.00 a day. Those funds will be his contribution toward 

the Souper Bowl collection. 

As a second opportunity to collectively raise funds for Souper Bowl Sunday, The Kitchen Team will be making 

and selling Chicken Corn Soup. Soup will be $7.00 per quart (frozen). The last day to preorder will be February 

3rd. Soup pickup will be on February 6th from 11 am until 1 pm. All profits are designated for The Well.  

Friends, let’s give of ourselves (a little) to assist others in need (a lot). 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

By Liz Kepner 

 

HELP US SAVE THE INFLUENCERS! 

Circumstances change and our well of Influencer stories has run dry. We need YOUR 

stories of who has influenced your life and your faith. We’re pleading: if you have a story, 

we want to hear it! Email elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com with your story. 

Help us keep the Influencers alive! 

 

February always gets me thinking about love. Not just my love for my  

husband, Cobi, since our anniversary is in February, but how February is  

always full of love in so many ways. 

My parents, Joseph and Carmela, were married on February 13, 1960.  

Despite an incoming snowstorm, their love was celebrated by numerous guests at the Valencia Ballroom. Their 

love endures even now, even after the passing of my Dad on March 27, 2020, about six weeks after they 

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Growing up, my Mom and Dad always told me they loved me. After five sons, I was the daughter for which 

they had prayed. My Mom loves to tell me about how my Dad picked up to the doctor and swung him around, 

then proceeded to tell everyone in the hospital who would listen that he had a daughter. This would go on 

throughout my life; even while in rehab at Colonial Manor shortly before his death, he would tell any nurse that 

would listen “This is my daughter, after five boys… she has a Master’s degree in… what was it again, sweetie 

girl? I am so proud of her.” 

Even when I was being an overly dramatic teenager, slamming doors, and swearing I’d never be like them, they 

loved me with their entire hearts and souls, even when I’m certain I was not very likeable. Through fights and 

disagreements and arguments, they loved each other (and Jesus) fiercely. It wasn’t until I left York and went to 

college in Washington DC that I realized what a blessing I had in my parents and the stable upbringing they 

gave me. In college, I knew that my parents were only a phone call away and they would come pick me up if I 

needed them, no questions asked. They did their best to come to every possible play, marching band 

performance, every ceremony, and never made it feel like it was a burden or inconvenient. 

My Mom is patient, kind, hopeful, and impossibly strong. She loves cannoli and  

coffee, the color purple, the Philadelphia Phillies, and children. Her faith is absolutely 

unshakeable. She sings along with Josh Groban and looks far younger than her 80  

years. She longs to be reunited with my Dad, but is doing her best to enjoy her life  

amidst her grief. 

My parents showed me what love is—the good, the bad, and the ugly. While my  

Dad has passed on to be with the Lord, my Mom endures in her love—for her  

husband, her children, her friends, and her Lord. 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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MISSED BIRTHDAY OR 

ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 

office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our 

list. Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Joan McGlaughlin 

3 Harold W. Berger 

 Bob Peel 

5 Marie Cartwright 

Connie Kepner 

Ruby Olson 

6 Noah Geesey

 Hannah Keller 

7 Edith Hake 

8 Jim Fetrow 

10 Patti Williams 

11 Austin Lee Christy 

 Mary Cooper 

13 Stephanie Miranda  

14 Sharon March 

16 Jayne Snedegar 

Diane Phillips 

17 Lebert Christy 

18 Marguerite Weister

 Dee Keener 

22 Betty Newton 

 Pastor Owen Walter 

23 Monte Foor 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

For the Songless Hearts 

by Jon & Valerie Guerra 

shorturl.at/hEGOW 

Click here to listen! 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

10 Skip and Peggy Wisotzkey 

14 Dick and Judy Enterline 

18  Liz and Cobi Kepner 

21 David and Sue Shuff 


