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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART 

Our (collective) heartbeat is strong and within that - LOVE shines through. 

Three Simple Rules – Do No Harm (intentionally or unintentionally), Do Good (in all ways and at all times), 
and Stay in Love with the Lord (being Christlike in what we say and how we act).  

John Wesley looked at a world in need and saw opportunities to make a difference. John Wesley wasn’t always 
welcomed where he went. He was chased out of churches, farm fields, common houses and told to never 
come back. Yet he never gave up. Even though his missionary trip to the Georgia colony failed (quite 
miserably) John Wesley did not let that deter him from preaching whenever and wherever he could. He knew 
that the Good News of Christ Jesus needed to be shared. That souls needed to be won in the Name of Christ 
Jesus. We need to be as fervent in our faith just as John Wesley and many other of our Saints, both clergy and 
laity, were in their ‘never give up’ attitude. 

We have been facing a tough time these past weeks and months. Both personally and collectively within our 
congregation and community as well as the greater nation and world. Even as this is being crafted, it was 
announced that Governor Wolf has implemented new restrictions to help curb the increase of new cases. 
Bishop Park has asked that we abide by those restrictions for the continued safety of each other. We have 
asked for persons who can connect digitally/electronically to please do so. Worship from home for the time 
being, thereby lowering our in-person attendance numbers to below 25. And for those persons who cannot 
connect electronically, we are open for You to come and worship with us Sunday mornings at 10:30am as You 
feel safe and comfortable to do so. We are following the CDC guidelines for Your safety while here at York 
Messiah UMC. 

John Wesley shared his Three Simple Rules: Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay in 
Love with The Lord. We are trying to abide by those rules as best as we can. Do  
No harm: with asking folks to worship from home as they are able to. Do Good:  
making a space as safe as possible for those who cannot be connected digitally  
to worship. We are Staying in Love with the Lord as best as we can in this strange  
time. 

Shalom – God’s Peace be with You, 

Pastor Randy 
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July started off with a reading of Jesus calming the storm (Mark 4:35-41). After making ocean slime, we 
celebrated Mr. Bob’s birthday with Rita’s Italian ice…yum! At our last meeting, we learned about Jesus’ first 
miracle of turning water into wine at a wedding (John 2:1-11). All our activities focused on grapes, including 
grape painting, grape stress balls, and eating rainbow grapes for snack! We are looking forward to our last two 
sessions together on July 29th and August 5th to wrap up the summer. Thanks to Bob Inners, Breanne 
Brunner, and Pastor Randy Zeiler for their help. 

As we look towards the fall, many options are being considered with regards to children’s programming. 
Young families, please keep an eye out for an e-mail asking for your input as we make plans. 

BEACH PARTY BLAST 

By Pastor Tiffany Manning, Children’s Pastor 

This summer, 13 children enjoyed some beach 
party fun on Wednesday nights. The party 
kicked off with a skit of Jesus’ breakfast on the 
beach story (John 21:1-14). We played games 
with Goldfish and Bible Bingo. At the end of 
June, the kids acted out the story of Jesus 
walking on the water (Matthew 14:22-33), 
complete with a spray bottle storm! They made 
sailboats out of their juice boxes and origami 
boats. 

GREETING CARDS 

When Messiah can again gather for a function, a 
variety of cards will be available. Look for our 
display of single cards (50¢) and a 6 Pack of 

assorted for $3.00. Proceeds will benefit church 
and related organizations. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone again! 
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Paul writing to the church at Thessalonica –  
“speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you will all be together in this, no one left out, 

no one left behind. I know you are already doing this - just keep on doing it.”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:11 The Message) 

CCMT is a new ministry that helps people of all ages and stages in life to feel connected, nurtured, loved, and 
supported. If You feel Called to this ministry for the congregation – please contact Pastor Randy. I have about 
6 persons who have reached out to me and expressed an interest. I plan to host a meeting for those folks early 

in August to start building this team, define our tasks, and seek the help of God for direction. 

We see areas of the country where cases continue to rise an alarming rate. There are suggested quarantines 
listed for certain states, and that list continues to grow. There are so many things that can carry us all away 

from where we need to be. A place where we feel safe, that place being the House of The Lord. Connected to 
other Sisters and Brothers in Christ. Affirmed in our faith. Strengthened by the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

SO we ask the age old question: How is it with Your Soul? I admit that I am feeling a little weary at times. That 
is just part of who we are as humans – to some extent that is natural. I need to take time away from the news, 

take time away from my cell phone and emails. Make more time for Me and God. HOWEVER, if we are 
feeling more disconnected, wearier, a greater separation from others and God… please reach out to someone. 
Make a call. Send a message, email, or text. Stop by the church, where we will talk and pray together. Please do 
not get into such a deep mire that professional help is needed. But if professional help is needed, please seek it 

out. There is nothing wrong with admitting we need help, that there is something I need help dealing with.. 
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WEDNESDAYS IN THE WORD 

We thank Mindy Inners and Pastor Tiffany for 
leading events this summer. Mindy shared lots of 
“Fighting Back with Joy” while gathering outside in 
the upper parking lot.  Pastor Tiffany had the children 
enjoying a beach party while gathering under the trees 
on the side yard (Thanks Mr. Bob for all the snacks). 

Stay tuned for information about what other studies 
will be offered, when they will begin, AND how 
WOW might look this season. 

New Flower Vendor 

The Stagemyer Flower Shop owners are retiring the end of 
July.  Effective August 1, our flower vendor will be the 
Charles A. Schaefer Flower Shop. 

The pricing remains the same and is as follows: 

• Altar Flowers in the Sconces - $40.00 
• Altar Centerpiece - $27.50 
• Rosebud in Vase with Baby’s Breath and a Bow - $8.50 

We need a flower sponsor for October 18. 
If interested, please contact the church office. 

Thank you, 
Debbie Haar 

NORMANDIE RIDGE 

All public events, the Normandie Ridge Auxiliary 
September General Meeting, and the October Annual 

Anniversary Celebration, have been cancelled for 2020. 
Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community is currently 
closed to the public because of COVID-19. If you have 

any questions, please contact Renee Montag. 

If you have something to contribute 
to the newsletter, you can email me 
at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com 

or contact me at 717-578-1113 for my 
mailing address (which is also in the 

church directory) by August 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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UNITED METHODIST MEN  

Please be advised that all United Methodist Mens’ prayer breakfasts 
are cancelled until further notice. We will let you know when we 
resume. 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to 
inspire reflection, prayer, and growth. 
By Dee Gembe 
 

  Heavenly minded people do the 
most earthly good. 

 A parent’s greatest responsibility is to 
point the way to God. 

 We’re richer when we give and 
poorer when we keep. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

August: At this time due to the present circumstances, we feel 
it is best to cancel our annual UMW picnic. So there will be no 
meeting in August. 

September: We will plan for our next regular meeting to be 
on Monday, September 21 @ 7 p.m., Meeting Room 2nd floor 

Theme: In the Beginning There Was Light 

Committee: Chair Ruby Olson and Hannah Keller and 
Joanne Pitzer. We will look forward to gathering together at 
that time. 
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2020 Daily Bible Reading Guide - August 

 

August 1 - 2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35 

August 2 - Zephaniah 1-3 

August 3 - Jeremiah 1-3 

August 4 - Jeremiah 4-6 

August 5 - Jeremiah 7-9 

August 5 - Jeremiah 10-13 

August 7 - Jeremiah 14-17 

August 8 - Jeremiah 18-22 

August 9 - Jeremiah 23-25 

August 10 - Jeremiah 26-29 

August 11 - Jeremiah 30-31 

August 12 - Jeremiah 32-34 

August 13 - Jeremiah 35-37 

August 14 - Jeremiah 38-40; Psalm 74, 79 

August 15 - 2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chronicles 36 

August 16 - Habakkuk 1-3 

Tips on Reading the Bible Daily  

1) Start reading the Bible today. 

2) Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule 
and then stick to it. 

3) Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to 
accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God 
before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you 
wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the 
words you read!  

August 17 - Jeremiah 41-45 

August 18 - Jeremiah 46-48 

August 19 - Jeremiah 49-50 

August 20 - Jeremiah 51-52 

August 21 - Lamentations 1; 
Lamentations 2; Lamentations 3:1-36 

August 22 - Lamentations 3:37-66; 
Lamentations 4; Lamentations 5:1-22 

August 23 - Ezekiel 1-4 

August 24 - Ezekiel 5-8 

August 25 - Ezekiel 9-12 

August 26 - Ezekiel 13-15 

August 27 - Ezekiel 16-17 

August 28 - Ezekiel 18-19 

August 29 - Ezekiel 20-21 

August 30 - Ezekiel 22-23 

August 31 - Ezekiel 24-27 



8 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

THE INFLUENCERS 

By Kristin Gembe 

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 
deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. If you prefer, 
please see me and I will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

My Christian influence started with my grandparents.  Dad's parents, Hattie and 
Henry Gembe, were members of Otterbein UM in Emigsville.  Mom's parents, 
Marie and Vincent Houseal, were  members of the former St. Luke's UM in 
York.  I witnessed my grandparents reading the Bible each morning and praying 
before meals. 

This upbringing led my parents, Chuck and Dee, to become Christians.  Dad is,  
and has been, involved in many church functions and meetings.  He also has led  
us in prayer before many meals.  Mom reads the Bible and has a beautiful voice  
she used to sing on the choir for many years.  She has taught me and shown me  
how to be a Christian.   

I am now an adult and can make my own decisions – right or wrong. Through my upbringing I have been 
shown how to live a Christian life.  I gave my life to Christ one summer at Camp Penn.  This has led me to 
be involved in bell choir, UMW, and Sunday School nursery teacher as my Messiah focus in the past and 
now.  

 

PEOPLE ARE LIKE POTATOES! 

Some people never seem motivated to participate but are content to watch others 
They are called “Speck Tators” 

Some people are always looking to cause problems and really get under your skin 
They are called “Aggie Tators” 

Some people try to maximize their crop yields while reducing expenses 
They are called “Compu Tators” 

Some people are always saying they will but somehow they never get around to doing 
They are called “Hezzie Tators” 

Some people spend a lot of time sitting and peering into their garden 
They are called “Medi Tators” 

If only I could grow 
green stuff in my 

garden like I can in 
my refrigerator. 
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MISSED BIRTHDAY OR 
ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our 
list. Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

4 Charles and Dee Gembe 
Jerry and Cindy Yohe 

5    Steve and Jane Poff 
Hal and Judy Berger 

6 Pastor Randy and Beth Zeiler 

7    Monte and Jinny Foor 
Bob and Mindy Inners 

9     Lebert and Patti Christy  

14 Charles and Vicky Salisbury 

17 Amy and Bruce Shewell 

19    Ben and Nancy Geesey 

23 Jay and Leanne Dacheux 
Matt and Sue Hartman 

28 David and Sharon March 

30 Bob and Joyce Wolfgang     

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Out of Hiding (Father’s Song) 
by Stephanie Gretzinger 

shorturl.at/fsxOQ 

Click here to listen! 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

1 Scott Inners 

3 Virginia Foor 

5 Jean Berger 
Sterling Miller 

6 Kevin Newton 

7 Bradley Kise 

8 Stephen Hartman 

9 Patti Christy 
Tiffany Manning 

11 Nina Biesecker 
Dorcas Goodling 
Janel Sacarellos 

12 Robert Green 

15 Kohan Hartman 

16 Ruthanne Danfelt 

18 Deborah Firebaugh 
Mandy Stuart 

19 Mindy Inners 
Percy Brown 

20 Elizabeth Green 

24 Linda Brown 
Caroline Ketterman 
Herb Shutter 
Nathan Manning 

25 Barry Biesecker 
Nathan Miranda 

26 Mary Kay Barnhart 

28 Ben Troxell  

31 Mark Peeling 

 Robert Wolfgang II 
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