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Vol. 19, No. 9 • September 2019 

SOME THOUGHTS FROM OUR PASTOR 

WOW, where has the summer gone? It seems that just last month we were packing to move. It seems that just last week we 
were unpacking and being welcomed into this community of believers. 

Time sure does fly-by when you are having fun! And having fun we are!! Getting to meet neighbors in the community 
organizations and churches, as well as continuing to meet and build relationships with our new family here at Messiah.  

School has started for students as well as the professionals who guide, encourage, support, transport, coach, and 
teach/educate. We hold them all in prayer!! 

WOW Wednesdays begins on September 11. Praise for Miss Liz and all the work she does AND all the folks who help each 
week!! The Bible study portion I will be leading is based upon a book by John Ortberg – “If You Want to Walk on the Water, 
You have to Get Out of the Boat”. I want to lead a morning/daytime study also on Wednesdays, based upon the same 
material. You will not need to have the study book, as I will provide handouts each week. However, IF you wish to order the 
participants copy, the ISBN is 978-0-310-82335-3. This material will also be used for a sermon series during this same 
timeframe. Here is a commentary from the book: “John Ortberg invites you to consider the incredible potential that awaits you 
outside of your comfort zone. Jesus is meeting you in ways that will change you forever. The experience is terrifying… it is 
thrilling… the choice is yours.” 

UpRise Fest is September 13-14. I hope we have lots of people with ‘a raspy voice OR no voice’ on September 15th because 
they will have used them all up on the 13th and 14th.  

Nominations team will have its first meeting on September 17th at 7pm. This begins the process of discerning God’s Call to 
ministry for the Laity. We prayerfully consider what needs exist in our various Ministry Teams. Seeking God’s guidance for 
new members to be raised OR for those currently called to extend their roles for another year.  

Then looking ahead – Worldwide Communion will be celebrated on October 6. We have the 50th Anniversary of the York 
Area Crop Walk on October 13th (information is posted on bulletin board, teams of walkers can be forming now to raise 
pledges, please see me for forms). Trunk-or -Treat on October 27 following the York Halloween Parade. All Saints Day is 
celebrated on November 3. Our Church Conference is scheduled for November 24. These events are added to all the Ministry 
Team meetings that are happening … as well as planning a Town Hall style gathering to do some vision casting this Fall. 

For all the current Christian music fans … us Modern Traditionalists… what are you listening to? Building 429 is releasing 
some new music soon, as well as Skillet, and a few other artists. I must admit that Crowder “I Know a Ghost” is still my go-to!                                           
Maybe we can pick up a few new ‘favorites’ at UpRise? 
See You in Worship. 

Shalom,  

Pastor Randy  

Messiah United Methodist Church 
  1300 N. Beaver St. 
  York, PA 17404 
  717-843-4574 

  www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

http://www.yorkmessiahumc.org/
mailto:messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

For September, elementary students will have lessons on the second floor on these dates: Sept. 8, 15, and 22. 

During the rest of the month, children will stay and enjoy the service with the rest of the adult congregation.  

SAVE THE DATE: WOW KICK-OFF 

September 11 
6:00-7:30pm 

We are so excited to begin the fall session of Wonderful Outreach Wednesdays! Meal begins at 6:00 and Bible 
lessons and activities for all ages follow.  

 

 No one is too good or too bad to 
qualify for salvation. 

 Truth is so precious that some people 
use it sparingly. 

 Heaven is a prepared place for a 
prepared people. 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to 
inspire reflection, prayer, and growth. 
By Dee Gembe 
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  CONFIRMATION CLASS 

ALL young persons (depending upon age and grade 
level) who are interested in becoming an adult 

member of the congregation.                                                                   
Please speak with Breanne Brunner or Pastor Randy. 

 

 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 

ALL persons from 3rd Grade and older who are 
interested in serving as an Acolyte for worship. 
Please speak with Liz Berger or Pastor Randy. 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT  

Start planning your decorations NOW. Trunk or Treat will be 
held in our lower parking lot on Sunday October 27th from 4pm 
to 7pm. This is an opportunity to be ‘neighborly’ and offer a safe 
place for the children of our community to trick or treat. Each 
‘vehicle’ should be decorated, but please do not make them ‘too 
outrageous or scary’. (The 70th Annual York Halloween parade 
presented by York Traditions Bank runs from 2pm-4pm). 

 

 

Sept 1 - No Youth Group - Happy Labor Day! 
Sept 7 - Safe Sanctuaries Training @ Messiah UMC 9-12 pm 
Sept 8 - York Fair Parking  @ Calvary  
Sept 11 - WOW @ Messiah 6-8 pm  
Sept 13-15 - Uprise Festival 
Sept 15 - No Youth Group  
Sept 16 - Youth Council 7 pm @ Calvary  
Sept 18 - WOW @ Messiah 6-8 pm  
Sept 22 - YOCO United rally @ Dallastown Intermediate  
Sept 25 - See You at the Pole/WOW @ Messiah 6-8 pm  
Sept 29 - Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

 

Upcoming Events:  

Oct 4-5 - Shout Youth Conference 
Oct 13 - Crop Walk  
Oct 27 - Halloween Parade  
Nov 15-17 - Unite York Retreat 
Feb 14-16 - Chrysalis  
April 24-26 - Youth Leadership Retreat 
@ Wesley Forest 

YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please 
contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner at 
bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org. 
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Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 
on Rt. 30 

September 7 
October 5 

November 2 
December 7 

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 
1900 W Market Street,  

West York 

September 19 
October 17 

November 21 
December 19 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Thank you to all who donated school 
backpack items—we packed just under 
300 backpacks! Thank you for donating 
composition books and sturdy trash bags 
for HUB flood buckets. We made several 
trips to the Fourth UMC Church (site of 
the York HUB) with your donations. 

Bob & Carol Peel 

JULY/AUGUST 2019 RESPONSE REPORT  

The July/August 2019 response is challenging to report 
because it’s so hard to convey to you the depth of facts and 
data provided in the articles. Stories of great interest, both 
historical and current, give insights that we may not have 
received any other way. For example, I was intrigued by what 
I learned about Portugal, that little southwestern nation of 
Europe, with the North Atlantic Ocean to the south and 
west and Spain to the north and east. This article and so 
many others include, “with the help of United Methodist 
Women”. 

This issue of response has a lot of information about the 
many ways UM Women’s 150 years have been creatively 
celebrated around the country, including at Boston 
University just 3 miles from the former Tremont Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church. There, on March 23, 1869, 8 
women met to do something about their concern for the 
needs of the women in India. On the same date in 2019, 
Methodist Women marked the 150th anniversary of what is 
now United Methodist Women. 

Read also about the plight of Sri Lanka’s War Widows and 
about how one UM Women member stands against hate 
with love, in Charlottesville, VA. response magazine is well 
worth our reading. 
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SEPTEMBER LITURGISTS 

Liturgists please remember to pick up your 
wireless mic in the sound room. 

September 1 
Kristin Gembe, Martha Hassler,  

Tony Patrizio, Tim Fourham 

September 8 
Elizabeth Kepner 

September 15 
Scott Bruck 

September 22 
Monte Foor 

September 29 
Stephanie Christy 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 

ALL persons who have been attending Messiah UMC and 
are interested in becoming a member.                                

Please speak with Pastor Randy. 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Will begin on September 11, which is also when WOW 
returns! We will be using a book titled “If You Want to 
Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” by 
John Ortberg. I plan to offer both day and evening study 

sessions. This material will be connected to a sermon 
series of similar name. 

 

THANK YOU 

On behalf of the Normandie Ridge Auxiliary I 
want to convey a most sincere thank you to all 

for voting us one of the four local 
organizations to receive $2,500 from the Harry 

Summers bequeath to Messiah. These funds 
will help us to continue our mission for the 
residents of Normandie Ridge Senior Living 

Community. 

Renee Montag 
Normandie Ridge Auxiliary President 

YCDC would like to thank Messiah UMC for hosting again in 
July.  28 children were focused on Jesus and building their 
relationship with God thanks to the generosity of Messiah. 
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2019 Daily Bible  

Reading Guide - September 

God’s Sustaining Word 

Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order 
that we might have hope through the patience and encouragement which 
the Scriptures give us. 
-Romans 15:4 (Good News Translation) 

Getting the Most Out of Your Daily Bible Reading 

As you read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to 
speak to you. This daily “dialogue” between you and the 
biblical text will reveal new understandings about God, and 
about yourself. 

Pray with focus and openness to see what God has for you. 

God connect me here, as I seek you in your Word. 

Read the selected passage of Scripture slowly. Take note of 
intriguing words and phrases. Read them a second time. 

Reflect on what strikes you as you read. Think through 
what God is communicating to you at this point in your life. 

Respond to the passage. Speak to God directly about 
what’s on your mind and heart. Look for ways to live out 
what you’ve uncovered. 

 1 -  Luke 8:4-21 
 2 - Luke 11:1-13 
 3 - Luke 11:14-23 
 4 - Luke 11:24-36 
 5 - Luke 11:37-54 
 6 - Luke 12:1-21 
 7 - Luke 12:22-40 
 8 - Luke 12:41-59 
 9 - Luke 13:1-17 
 10 - Luke 13:18-35 
 11 - Psalm 15 
 12 - Psalm 37 
 13 - 1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
 14 - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 15 - 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 16 - James 1:1-27 
 17 - James 2:1-26 
 18 - James 3:1-18 
 19 - James 4:1-17 
 20 - James 5:1-20 
 21 - Psalm 119:1-24 
 22 - Psalm 119:25-48 
 23 - Psalm 119:49-64 
 24 - Psalm 119:65-80 
 25 - Psalm 119:81-96 
 26 - Psalm 119:97-112 
 27 - Psalm 119:113-128 
 28 - Psalm 119:129-144 
 29 - Psalm 119:145-160 
 30 - Psalm 119:161-176 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

By Rev. Owen H. Walter 

I grew up on a farm in an area my daughters would call “in 
the sticks”.  It was in Snyder County near the little village of 
Penns Creek which was a Dutch-German area.  Living on a 
farm in the country means you don’t have any close 
neighbors so that means my influencers were my parents, Ira 
and Lida Walter.  I had two older sisters and I was the 
youngest of the family. 

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. If you 
prefer, please see me and I will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

My dad was the head of the family and didn’t have much time to spend with his children because he was 
teaching as well as farming. He was my teacher for my first three grades and I was just another student at the 
school. My mother was a PK (preacher’s kid) and an only child. She was always there for us at home and was 
very interested in what was happening in our lives. 

My parents were very active in our church. It was the center of our social and religious lives. My father was 
one of the leaders in our Sunday School for years, and my mother was the pianist and choir leader in the 
worship services for years – even into her 80’s. Thus, I can say my parents were strong influencers in leading 
me in the direction of being a minister. 

Some of the members of my home church, Zion EUB, were also influencers in leading me to make my 
decision to be a minister. A few of them kept telling me when I was growing up that I needed to become a 
minister. 

The biggest influencer who led me into the ministry was my grandfather, Rev. W. L. Kamble. He was a 
minister in the Evangelical Church (before the merger of the Evangelical and United Brethren Churches). He 
was retired by the time I was born and was living on a small farm just a mile or two from where I lived. He 
was a very kind and affectionate person. I never heard him say a bad thing about anyone. Unfortunately, I 
only had him in my life until I was 14 years old. He was killed in a car accident. My grandfather never once 
told me that I should be a minister.  

The influence that got through to me was The Life That He Lived. That was stronger than any words, but it 
still took me a year or two after graduating from high school to accept that “calling”. I went on to graduate 
from Albright College and the United Theological Seminary. I became a minister in the United Methodist 
Church, serving 37 years in full time ministry and several years afterward as Visitation Minister at Messiah. It 
has been a rewarding career to me personally, and I know this would have made my parents and grandparents 
very proud. 

 

My son, keep my words and treasure up 
my commandments with you; keep my 

commandments and live; keep my 
teaching as the apple of your eye; bind 

them on your fingers; write them on the 
tablet of your heart. 

Proverbs 7:1-3 
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WRITE YOUR NAME ACROSS MY HEART 

In Honor of Pastor Owen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Sung by The Oak Ridge Boys 

Watch/listen here: https://bit.ly/2ZfJi7f 

I feel so thankful when I think of you 
So I'm on my knees – it's the best I can do 
I say your name and you feel so close 
Walls have crumbled from my body and soul 

Write your name across my heart 
I want the world to know that I am yours forever 
And I will wear it like a shining star 
Write your name across my heart 

For you my life is an open door 
And everything that I have is yours 
I can't repay what you've done for me 
But my love for you has a lifetime guarantee 

So, write your name across my heart 
I want the world to know that I am yours forever 
And I will wear it like a shining star 
So, write your name across my heart 

In all my thoughts, in all I do, in all I say 
I belong to you with every breath I take 

Gonna write your name across my heart 
I want the world to know that I am yours forever  
And I will wear it like a shining star 
So, write your name across my heart 
Write your name across my heart 

YOUNG ADULTS 

September 1st 
Breakfast and Lesson in Parish Hall 9:15 

September 8th 
Brunch after church @ the Holy Hound 

September 15th 
Donuts and Lesson in Parish Hall 9:15 

https://bit.ly/2ZfJi7f
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YORK COUNTY 50TH CROP HUNGER WALK 
CELEBRATION! 

Sunday October 13th. Sign-in at 1:30pm, stepping off at 2pm. 

Four Starting Locations - Walk to the Celebration in Continental 
Square (approximately 2-mile round trip) 

WEST: St. Matthew Lutheran Church – 839 West Market Street 

NORTH: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church – 947 North George Street 

EAST: Fourth United Methodist Church – 1067 East Market Street 

SOUTH: St. Paul Lutheran Church – 25 West Springettsbury Avenue 

You know what hunger looks like! You’ve seen it in on local news stations and in the faces of kids around the 
world. It is long-lasting, and it is everywhere. But, with your help, so is our response to it. For 50 years, the 
people of York County have come together to fight hunger in exceptional ways through the CROP Hunger 
Walk. These aren’t politicians or celebrities – they’re passionate (and compassionate!) farmers, students, members 
of the faith community, volunteers and more who care that the people they see on a daily basis are struggling. 
And for five decades, they have walked to make a difference. Help us reach our goals of 1200 Walkers and 
$50,000 Dollars! 

Pastor Randy is TEAM Coordinator for Messiah UMC, please see him for the pledge/registration forms. Maybe 
we can experience a little friendly competition between SCS classes/ministry teams/friends & family for who 
raises the most in pledges or gets the most walkers? 

50 years is something to celebrate … let’s join hands, put on some comfortable shoes, raise some pledges and 
commitment to assist!  Let’s be ‘Good Neighbors!’ 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

How many PERSISTENT WOMEN do you know? 

Join the United Methodist Women of Messiah at an 
informative meeting about persistent women and how you can 
be one at 7:00 PM on Monday, September 16 in the second 
floor meeting room. Lots of laughter; lots of information; lots 
of fun; light refreshments! Inga Miller, JoAnn Pitzer and Marge 
Rost are the program team. 
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UPRISE FEST 

Uprise Fest 
Shippensburg Fairgrounds 
September 13th-14th.  

We’ve attended Uprise for many, many years (since about 2006 
or so). Beth and I were part of the volunteer army at 
VerticalFest, helping to park cars and whatever else was needed. 
It is LOTS bigger now than back then. The name has changed a 
couple times as well as the venue. Whatever the name or 
location, these are amazing Christian Artists appearing locally for 
a very reasonable cost. The 2019 lineup is scheduled to include: 
Skillet, Crowder, For King and Country, Mac Powell, Andy 
Mineo, Red, Zach Williams, Jordan Feliz, Ledger, Disciple, 
Tedashii, and so many more. This event is NOT just for the 
youth or our area, it is for EVERYONE. More information will 
be coming out from Breanne, put these dates on your calendar 
NOW!  

-Pastor Randy 

  

 HOMEGROWN TOMATOES 
Sung by John Denver 

Homegrown tomatoes home grown tomatoes 
Wha'd life be without homegrown tomatoes 
Only two things money can't buy 
That's true love and homegrown tomatoes 

Ain't nothin' in the world that I like better 
Than bacon & lettuce & home grown tomatoes 
Up in the mornin' out in the garden 
Get you a ripe one don't get a hard one 
Plant 'em in the spring eat 'em in the summer 
All winter without 'em's a culinary bummer 
I forget all about the sweatin' & diggin' 
Everytime I go out and pick me a big one 

 

 

I've been out to eat and that's for sure 
But it's nothin' a homegrown tomato won't cure 
Put 'em in a salad put 'em in a stew 
You can make your very own tomato juice 
Eat 'em with eggs eat 'em with gravy 
Eat 'em with beans pinto or navy 
Put 'em on the side put 'em in the middle 
Put a home grown tomato on a hotcake griddle 

If I's to change this life that I lead 
I'd be Johnny tomato seed 
Cause I know what this country needs 
Homegrown tomatoes in every yard you see 
When I die don't bury me 
In a box in a cemetery 
Out in the garden would be much better 
I could be pushin' up homegrown tomatoes 

Songwriter: GUY CLARK 
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MUMC FINANCE CORNER  

Hello MUMC members!  I hope that you are enjoying the “Dog Days of Summer”!?  By now 
you should have received the Finance Chair’s letter along with your 2nd Quarter Giving 
Statements. I hope that you found the letter to be both informational and inspirational. The 
end of Summer is the beginning of the Budgeting Season for MUMC. Laura Graver and I will 
have a working copy of the 2019 Budget (with results thru the end of August (8 months)) 
handed out to the various MUMC Committee chairpersons by Sunday, September 8th. Use 
that working copy to compare your 8 month Actual Spend against your 2019 Budgeted 
figures to provide the Finance Committee with your 2020 proposed Budgets by Sunday 
September 29th. The Finance Committee will use all proposed 2020 budget figures to prepare 
the 2020 Budget for MUMC. The 2020 proposed MUMC Budget will be reviewed (and 
hopefully APPROVED) at the Tuesday October 9th Finance Committee meeting. 

I’ll also encourage you to look around the Church Building, grounds, and Parsonage for 
improvements that have been made in 2019 through anonymous gifts, bequests, and 
fundraisers. Some of those have included:  Repairs to the gutters/downspouts on the George 
St side of the church; Replacement of the archway window on the Rear/West Entranceway; 
New garage door opener/controls/springs at the Parsonage; New triple basin sink in the 
Basement Kitchen; repaired floor in the Women’s Basement restroom; Choir Room 
Computer replacement; upgraded all computers in the church to Windows 10; and ongoing 
replacement of pumps for the Heat and A/C systems in the church. And, that’s just the 
beginning. I also wanted to thank everyone that gave their time and energy to help Pastor 
Bob pack up for his move to his new home and congregation in Central New York; while we 
prepared a clean and functional Parsonage for Pastor Randy and Beth. We did all that while 
preparing for and hosting another successful York City Day Camp for about 27 enthusiastic 
“campers” during the month of July. Let’s continue to strengthen our core facility at MUMC 
while we look for ways to Know, Grow, and Show the Lord’s love to those inside and outside 
our walls. Talk to you next month. See you at Messiah. 

Rob Green 
Finance Chair 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

Our next restaurant fundraiser is: 
Fuddruckers 

2300 E Market St, York  
Sunday, September 22 

11 am to 7 pm 

Must have flyer for Messiah to receive credit.   
Contact Diana Olson to get your flyer! 
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FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

SUMMER MUSIC 

We have been BLESSED in worship by the talents of some wonderful musicians 
this summer. Thanks to: Jan Frey, Pastor Bob Vizthum, Men of Messiah, Kathy 
Gorgas, Jason Robinson, Brenna Richard, Beth Gross, Kevin Smith, Pastor Randy 
and Beth Zeiler, Linda, Stephanie and Julie Cross, Marilyn “Beany” Richardson, 
Steph Christy, John Patrizio, Landon Patrizio, Jeffrey Green, Brant Davis, Steve 
Poff, Kevin Baum, Barry Wareham, Sadie Dacheux, Ally Warntz, Sophia Guiffrida, 
and Vicky Salisbury.   

 
CHOIR SEASON BEGINS!! 

We will kick off our 2019-20 choir season with 
an ice cream social and hymn sing at Vicky’s 
house (638 Foxtail Dr) on Thursday, 
September 5th at 7:oo PM. First rehearsal is 
Thursday, September 12th at 7:00 PM in the 
choir room (2nd floor) and we will sing in 
worship on Sunday, September 15th. NEW 
VOICES WELCOME AND NEEDED! All 
voice parts are welcome, but we are in special 
need of tenors and altos. Please consider 
joining us in this fun, meaningful ministry! 

KIDS CHOIRS 

The Preschool Praisers and Joyful Juniors will resume 
rehearsals on Sunday, September 8th. Vicky rehearses 
with the children as part of their Sunday School time 
(another great reason to bring your kids to Sunday 
School)! When they are ready to sing in worship, Vicky 
will send home a letter to parents. Or feel free to text 
or call her at 717-891-2584. 

HANDBELLS 

Vicky hopes to have handbells rehearse and 
perform later this fall. Please let her know if 
you are interested in playing. 
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MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2 Wayne Housman 

3 Rose Krentler 

4 Marilyn Rogers 

8 Nancy Wagman 

9 Bobby Hassler 

10 Joe McQuerrey 

11 Kimberly Richardson 

13 Mary Hartman 
Nathan Wisotzkey 
Allison Wisotzkey 

14 Carol Miller 

15  Andrew Martin 

17 Renee Montag 

22 George Throne 

24 Matthew Green  

25 Roger Richardson 

26 Delores Gembe 
Carl Christy 

27 George Kelbaugh 

29 Erin Wetzel 

30 Barry Martin 
Eleanor Shutter 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Wayne and Nancy Housman 
Dale and Joan Farence 

2 Mark and Melissa Peeling 

6 Tim and Nicole Fourhman 

12 Robert and Beth Green 

18 Barry and Renee Montag 

21 Jeff and Bonnie Galloway 

22 Dennis and Susan Miley 
Stanley and Deborah Firebaugh 
Melissa and Kevin Ness 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Rescue  
by Lauren Daigle 

https://bit.ly/2XPR9Yu 

If you have something to contribute to the newsletter, you can 
email me at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or drop a note in the 

newsletter mailbox at the church by September 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

https://bit.ly/2XPR9Yu
mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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