
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Messiah’s Monthly Messenger 
Vol. 19, No. 6 • June 2019 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”  -Philippians 1:3 NIV 

Greetings to all of you in the Messiah Church family. This final newsletter article I write is my most difficult one. 
It is my goodbye to some very dear friends who mean a lot to me. As I was beginning to write this, I remembered 
the words of the Apostle Paul at the beginning of his letter to the Philippian Church. They are noted above. This 
will be my experience for the months and years to come, Lord willing, as I remember this difficult and dear time 
we spent together as Messiah UM Church, 2015-2019.  

I will never forget the extreme graciousness you extended to me as, just two months into my tenure with you, I 
was at the hospital for three weeks with my wife Eileen. I was able to continue with basic pastoral duties during 
that time such as Bible Study and Sunday worship, but was gone a lot also. Your patience and kindness during 
that time was immense. For that, I am forever grateful. 

As my world was rocked with the loss of Eileen in spring of 2016, you upheld me with patience, kindnesses, care 
and prayer. For that, I am forever grateful. 

As I adjusted to a very strange existence of widowhood and aloneness, you were constant in your prayer and 
looking out for me. I felt that. You were saddled with a widowed pastor with no immediate family in the area 
while other churches enjoyed pastoral families. You never made that an issue. You simply adjusted to what was. 
For that, I am forever grateful. 

We together made it through some very lean times as a church family. We worshipped and served the Lord 
together, hoping for and praying for better times. I believe we made it through that cave and now present a 
church ready to move into a new time with hope and enthusiasm. You didn’t quit. For this, I am forever grateful. 

There will always be a special place in my heart for Messiah United Methodist Church in North York, PA. May 
God’s best and richest blessings fall upon you like showers from heaven in the months and years to come. I will 
thank my God for you often and will pray for your new pastor and for you all as you serve the Lord together into 
the 2020’s and beyond. 

With deep gratitude, 

Pastor Bob Vizthum 

Messiah United Methodist Church 
  1300 N. Beaver St. 

  York, PA 17404 
  717-843-4574 

  www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

http://www.yorkmessiahumc.org/
mailto:messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

For June, students in grades K-6 will have activities and projects on the 
second floor on these dates: June 16 and June 23 

During the rest of the month, busy bags and books are prepared in the 
first floor coat room and library. 

  

GRADUATION AND PROMOTION SUNDAY 

June 2 and June 9 

We would love to recognize school milestones for you or your 
family members! If you would like to be honored or know of 
someone who has graduated (at any level) please let a staff 
member know. We will plan to recognize preschool graduates, 2nd 
graders receiving Bibles, high school graduates, trade school 
graduates, college graduates, and those receiving graduate degrees.  

 

   

   

 

      
        

        
        

  

DONUTS WITH DAD 

June 16, 2019 

All dads, step-dads, uncles, and grandpas are invited for a breakfast 
with their children on Father’s Day. Breakfast and drinks will be 
provided on the second floor. Hope to see you there! 

If you have something to contribute to the 
newsletter, you can email me at 

elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or drop a 
note in the newsletter mailbox at the church 

by June 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BOB 

Overwhelmed. That is how I feel this Sunday evening 
of May 19, 2019, as I open cards and gifts from my 
friends at Messiah UMC. You have overwhelmed me 
with kindness, affirmation and favor. The party today 
in the Parish Hall was simply wonderful for me and my 
family, and the gifts and cards this evening have 
propelled me to the keyboard of my laptop to type this 
thank you. Please know how much you mean to me 
and how much you have blessed me.  

With deep love and appreciation,  

Pastor Bob 

JUNE LITURGISTS 

June 2 - Holy Communion 
Pastor Owen Walter 

June 9 
Josh Graver, Martha Hassler,  
Tony Patrizio, Tim Fourham 

June 16 
Tony Patrizio 

June 23 
Diana Olson 

June 30 
Chuck Gembe 

STRAWBERRY SOCIAL 

FRIDAY JUNE 7, 2019 
4:30 PM TO 7 PM 

Questions? Call (717) 843-4574. 

Strawberries 
Strawberry Pie 

Strawberry Shortcake 
Strawberries & Ice Cream 

Ruby’s Native American Taco & Fry Bread 
Ham & Cheese Pretzel Sandwiches 

Chicken Corn Soup (If available quarts will be sold after 7pm) 
Hot Dogs 

Drinks 
Face Painting (5:30-6:30 PM, one per child) 

Proceeds go toward Special Projects 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN JUNE MEETING 

Executive Committee will meet on Monday, June 3. No regular 
meeting is scheduled for the month of June.  

IT’S A BIRTHDAY PARTY! 

Celebrating 8 years of fitness at Messiah 

8 years ago, we started a Zumba® fitness group. As time went on, it became harder to find clean songs and 
moves to teach. A group of Zumba instructors from Texas formed REFIT® for their church, in which I 

became certified in 2016. REFIT® is not just based on fitness for your body, but also your heart, mind and 
soul. It was a better fit for me and Messiah. 

We are a fun group who looks forward to meeting on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:30 TO 7:30 PM. 
We are fitness for EVERY body. This is a moderate paced class. You can check out www.refitrev.com for 

more information. 

Our birthday celebration will be held Tuesday June 4th at 6:30 pm. Come join us to see what we are all about! 
Lots of fun, prizes, laughs and new friendships are waiting for you! 

-Amy Olson Shewell 

PAINTING PARTY AT MESSIAH UMC! 

Learn to paint a Summer design. Come out and join me! 
Instructor: Beth Green, Elite OSCI 
Come join me on Saturday, June 22 
Messiah United Methodist Church 

1300 N. Beaver Street 
York, PA  17404 

Starting at 9:30 am till 12:00 noon 
Cost: $25.00 (paint/brushes & supplies included) 

Signup sheet at the west entrance or email: 
bbrushstrokecreations@gmail.com 

Class size limited to 15 people. 



   

  Page 5 of 10 
   

 

  

 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

Our next restaurant fundraiser for Messiah will be at Primanti Bros 
Restaurant at 2151 South Queen Street in York on Sunday, June 9 from 
11 am into 11 pm.  

https://www.groupraise.com/events/97932-messiah-united-methodist-
church-at-primanti-bros-restaurant-and-bar 

This link will share more information about the day. We are trying to do 
a minimum of one restaurant fundraiser a month and alternate between 
west end and east end, etc. We have several restaurants we are currently 
working with, but if you frequent a local chain restaurant, please ask if 
they would be willing to host a fundraiser for us. We are open to your 
suggestions. 

  -Amy Olson Shewell and Diana Olson 

Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 
on Rt. 30 

June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
September 7 
October 5 

November 2 
December 7 

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 
1900 W Market Street,  

West York 

June 20 
July 18 

August 15 
September 19 
October 17 

November 21 
December 19 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

https://www.groupraise.com/events/97932-messiah-united-methodist-church-at-primanti-bros-restaurant-and-bar
https://www.groupraise.com/events/97932-messiah-united-methodist-church-at-primanti-bros-restaurant-and-bar
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My final and constant Influencer is my first husband, Bill. He is 
not only faithful but disciplined to give time and talent to Messiah. 
He does his work quietly behind the scenes! He has taught me 
humility. 

Thank You God for these and many more influencers in my life!! 

As a small child my Grandma Smith was the influencer who taught me to be Faithful and Fashionable in my Christian 
Life. She always went to church on Sunday dressed in her best to worship. That meant hat, gloves, purse and usually the 
prized fox tail stole. Oh and don't forget a little lipstick and rouge! 

Once I began school, my Sunday School teachers became my influencers, teaching me that Jesus loved me and wanted 
me to share that love with others. 

As a teenager, our youth director instilled the seeking of Christian friends and the Importance of sharing our faith with 
others. 

In college my friends and roommates were once more teaching faithfulness but not fashion. We went to early mass at 6 
am. Jumped out of bed put on long coats, boots, and hats before walking about a half mile to church. Then when we 
returned to the dorm we could just take off the outer clothes and crawl back under the covers! 

In my adult life Pastor, Cal Cole, explained to me that even though I had not had a born again experience, GOD loved 
me and wanted me on his team to help spread his influence on Earth. 

Mary Hartman and Delores Runkle have been my kitchen influencers. Many hours of shopping and cooking and sharing 
their gifts have been a great benefit to me and the whole Messiah family!! Thank you Mary and Delores! 

Zooming into the present, Bob and Eileen Vizthum have been influencers for Bill and me. When Eileen taught a Sunday 
School lesson for couples, she used many examples of things that happen in a marriage that can cause strife if we let 
them. You know, putting the lid back on the toothpaste, which side of the bed to sleep on, does the toilet paper go over 
or under on the roll. Bob has been a shining example of faithfulness to God after Eileen's death. He lost the love of his 
life but did not lose focus on the big picture of staying true to his faith and sharing his rough road of moving forward. 
We thank you Pastor Bob for your guidance during the last three years!! 

THE INFLUENCERS 

By Connie Kepner 

Picking just one influencer was impossible for me so I have 
chosen just a few HUMANS who have influenced different 
aspects of my Christian walk. 

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. If you 
prefer, please see me and I will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 
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DOING SOME SPRING CLEANING? 

Don’t forget to place your items in the Community Aid 
bin as you are doing your spring cleaning!! We get a 
donation for every pound of goods donated! I will be 
attending a partner meeting and tour of the York Store 
which is currently under construction at the former Bon-
Ton site at the Queensgate Shopping Center. More news 
and information to follow! 

-Amy Olson Shewell 

RESPONSE REPORT 

By Inga Miller 

There’s a lot of good reading in this 2019 response magazine for May/June. 
It’s distressing to learn that we lag behind other parts of the world in maternal 
child care, and 46th in the world in maternal death. But don’t despair, East 
River District United Methodist Women (and others) is working to end 
maternal mortality due to inadequate health care, calling on senators and 
representatives in Congress for their support for various bills on women’s 
and children’s health. “We have to get the legislators to work with us . . . and 
we’ve been very successful” said Ms Waller, a retired secondary-school 
teacher. 

It’s so hopeful to learn that a UM Women circle of younger women Circle Up,  
has formed in First UM Church in Austin, TX. They wanted action, and they  
really are going after it in many exciting ways. At their first meeting they “hammered” out their main focuses – 
expanding access to equitable health care, improving the accuracy of data collected about maternal deaths, 
implementing evidence-based care and deepening efforts to understand the racial disparities in maternal health 
outcomes. They are wisely enrolling the power of UM Women locally and through district and conference. 

A must-read article is the special session of United Methodist General Conference. It was, to say the least, an 
explosive one, and enigmatic. One example: The ban on same-sex wedding ceremonies remains in place, but so 
does the church’s stance on all people being deemed of sacred worth. 

Read also, United Methodist Women Vows to Work Across Differences, Create Inclusive Spaces for All. And 
there’s so much more of importance in this issue of response. 
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   THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 

June 14 is Flag Day and we have learned about the 
American flag in school. BUT, do you know the history of 
the Christian flag?  I have seen it for years and pledged 
allegiance to it, but I did not know its history and did a 
little research. 

 The Christian flag dates back to an impromptu speech given by Charles C. Overton, a Sunday school 
superintendent in New York, on September 26, 1897. The guest speaker for the Sunday school kick-off didn't 
show up, so Overton had to wing it. Spying an American flag near the podium, he started talking about flags 
and their symbolism. Along the way he proposed that Christians should have their own flag—an idea that 
stayed on his mind long after the speech. 

 In 1907 Overton teamed up with Ralph Diffendorfer, secretary to the Methodist Young People's Missionary 
Movement, to produce and promote the flag. The colors on the flag, not surprisingly, match those on the 
American flag. White represents purity and peace, blue indicates fidelity, and red stands for Christ's blood 
sacrifice. 

The first pledge to the Christian flag was written by Methodist pastor Lynn Harold Hough, who heard 
Diffendorfer's flag presentation at a rally. Hough, a liberal, wrote a fairly broad pledge: "I pledge allegiance to 
my flag and the Savior for whose kingdom it stands; one brotherhood uniting all mankind in service and love." 
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, 
please contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner 
at bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

June 8th Car Wash 2-3pm and Spaghetti 
Dinner 4-7pm @ Calvary 

 

 ✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to 
inspire reflection, prayer, and growth. 
By Dee Gembe 
 

 It is never too early to be kind, but it 
can be too late. 

Prayer does not require eloquence but 
earnestness. 

Write your plans in pencil, then give 
God the eraser. 
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MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

2 John Mundis 
Enola Briggs 
Maximos Sacarellos 

3 Bernetta Hall 
Barbara McDonald 
Arthur McQuerrey 

5 Andrew Frey 

6 Sadie Dacheux 

8 Vicki Oerman 

10 Richard Enterline 
 Destiny Portner 
 Peyton Kelley 

11 Darlene Geesey 
Jane Hagelgans 
Sue Miley  
Dorothy Wert 

16 Judy Berger 
 Mason Dellinger  

18 Nancy Inners 
Cobi Kepner  
Jill Whorl 

20 Deborah Haar 
 Camyrn Patrizio 

21 Joyce Wolfgang 

23 Elijah Loring 
Diana Olson   
Jeffrey Peeling  
Sharon Wetzel 

24 Ronald Wagman 

28 Trent Bentzel 
Thomas Hartman 

29 Jacques Whorl 
 Sidney Phillips 

30 Jesse Christy 
 Abigail Oerman 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

7 Kevin and Judy Newton 

8 Rick and Susan Warner 

9 Barry and Nina Biesecker 

10 Ray and Glenda Trimmer 
Harold and Rose Krentler 

12 Brad and Susan Kise 

13 Art and Dorothy Wert 

16 Roger and Kimberly Richardson 

18 Bill and Jane Hagelgans 
Joel and Laura Stine 

20 Douglas and Sharon Wetzel 

21  Bruce and Brenda Musser 

30 John and Dorothy Mundis 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

I Stand Amazed (How Marvelous)  
by Chris Tomlin 

https://bit.ly/2FXqyiT 

https://bit.ly/2FXqyiT
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