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Our Pastor’s Message 

“I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait on the Lord. Be of good courage and he shall strengthen your heart. Wait, I say, on the Lord!  Psalm 27:13-
14 

Life is a series of opportunities to learn how to wait, isn’t it?  Waiting for Christmas for some people is a 
consuming thing. Waiting for payday, waiting for word from the doctor, waiting for a loved one to come visit. 
And sometimes we wait for days/weeks/months/years of mourning and grief to lessen in intensity so that we can 
“feel somewhat normal” again. Indeed, there are all kinds of ways we are called to wait. I’m sure several just 
popped in your head! 

I am currently, as I write this article, waiting once again for a breakthrough. I have been looking at multiple 
possibilities of places to live in the Syracuse area. And my circumstances are unique in that I want to rent, but with 
a dog. That scenario eliminates many possibilities. And it adds expense to the package as well. I continue to search 
and pray. I continue to seek God in prayer because: a) I want to get his guidance in the search; and b) I need a 
place to live!  There are a couple possibilities that are on my radar now. I hope by the time you all read this I have 
landed on one of those! 

Waiting is an opportunity for the Christian to learn to trust God and continue to do his will while you are waiting. 
It is a built-in spiritual discipline in life for the believer. And it certainly is God’s will for us to learn how to wait 
well. It is a constant theme in the Bible, and a constant part of Biblical stories. Abraham had to wait a long time 
for Isaac to be born to Sarah. The exiled Israelites waited a long time to get back home to Jerusalem. After Jesus 
rose from the dead, his instructions to the disciples included, “Wait here in Jerusalem” for the promised Holy 
Spirit to descend in power upon them. God is obviously into this for us, and he obviously sees how we can grow 
in the process. 

I read a while back this wonderful saying: “Until God opens the next door, praise him in the hallway.”  Isn’t that 
good?  Let’s learn to praise him in the hallway, to continue to serve him with joy as we wait for the next door to 
open and know that the ultimate good is our growth and God’s glory. His will is always worth waiting for and 
delaying certain things.  

Now, Lord, would you please hurry up and get me a place to live in Syracuse!   

Pastor Bob 

Messiah United Methodist Church 
  1300 N. Beaver St. 

  York, PA 17404 
  717-843-4574 

  www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

http://www.yorkmessiahumc.org/
mailto:messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

In May, students in grades K-6 will have lessons on the 
second floor on these dates:  
May 12 
May 16 
May 26 

During the other Sundays, busy bags and reading materials are available. 

  

Muffins with Mom 

May 12, 2019 

All moms, step-moms, aunts, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers 
are invited for a breakfast with their children on Mother’s Day. A 
continental breakfast and drinks will be provided. We hope you can 
join us for a fun meal and time for fellowship! 
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MISSION CENTRAL HUB NEWS 

Our local Mission Central Hub has chosen a new project and 
requests our help: School backpacks for students at 
Goode Elementary school.  

Our congregation is asked to buy and donate composition 
books. We'll be collecting these items for the remainder of 
the school year. Place these composition books in the 
donation basket at the West Entrance. Thanks for your help 
with this project! 

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Peel. 

If you have something to 
contribute to the newsletter,  

you can email me at 
elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com 

or drop a note in the newsletter 
mailbox at the church by May 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed funds or items to the 
Leadership York service project 
benefitting Servants, Inc. Thanks 
to you, we were able to meet our 
goals! Your donations will bless 
SO MANY people in York City! 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women May Meeting 

Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Meeting/choir room second floor 

Title: Lift Your Voice 

Vicky Salisbury and some of the ladies from the choir will be presenting the 
program and telling us how we can lift our voices for Jesus.    

York District Spiritual Enrichment Day 

Northern York Cluster  
Date: Saturday, May 4, 2019 
Time: 9 a.m. registration/continental breakfast 
Place: Bethany UMC 

Title: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective of 
Convenantal Living 

Speaker: Kathy Heaps, York District Lay Speaker/Lay 
Servant Director 

York Church Women United 

May Friendship Day  
Date: Friday, May 3, 2019   
Time: 8:30 a.m registration, breakfast and fellowship  
Place: Shiloh U.C.C.  

Theme: The Time Is Now! "Agree to Differ"  

Bring your pennies for Fellowship of the Least Coin! (click the 
link for more information!) 

Questions or wish to attend? Contact Diana Olson! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS 

https://wicc.org/fellowship-of-the-least-coin/what-is-flc/
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STRAWBERRY SOCIAL 

FRIDAY JUNE 7, 2019 
4:30 PM TO 7 PM 

Questions? Call (717) 843-4574. 

Strawberries 
Strawberry Pie 

Strawberry Shortcake 
Strawberries & Ice Cream 

Ruby’s American Indian Taco & Fry Bread 
Ham & Cheese Pretzel Sandwiches 

Chicken Corn Soup (If available quarts will be sold after 7pm) 
Hot Dogs 

Drinks 
Face Painting (5:30-6:30 PM, one per child) 

Proceeds go toward Special Projects 

NATIONAL DO 
SOMETHING GOOD FOR 
YOUR NEIGHBOR DAY IS 
MAY 16 

National Do Something Good for Your 
Neighbor Day is observed annually on 
May 16th. A neighbor is defined as:  

1. A person who lives near another. 
2. A person or thing that is near another. 
3. One’s fellow human being. 

Our neighbors are precious and it is important to show them gratitude at every opportunity. This day is a 
reminder that we are all neighbors, and that we should treat each other with love and respect. 

https://www.facebook.com/starr.valentino.338?fref=ufi
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MUSIC NEWS 

April was a busy month for Messiah musician! Thanks to Jan, Vicky, Sanctuary 
Choir, Messiah Handbells, Joyful Juniors, and Preschool Praisers for your beautiful 
music during Lent and Holy Week.  

Mothers, grandmothers and great-grandmothers of Joyful Juniors and Preschool 
Praisers - please join us for a special anthem on Mother’s Day - May 12th! We will 
practice during the Sunday School hour - more info to come. (This will be the last 
kids' choir performance until the fall.) 

Vicky is currently scheduling special music selections for our summer worship 
services. Call her at 717-891-2584 or email vsalisbury@yorkmessiahumc.org if you 
would like to sing/play OR if you know someone who could bless us with their 
musical talents. (Kids rehearse during Sunday School.) 

Summer Music 

I will soon start scheduling special music for the summer Sundays when the choir 
takes a well-deserved break. Contact Vicky (717)891-2584 or 
vsalisbury@yorkmessiahumc.org if you would like to sing or play or know 
someone who could bless us with their talents.  

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

We are updating our church directory with new pictures 
and current information. On May 5, we will have 
someone taking your picture (if you choose) at the west 
entrance bulletin board at 9am and 10am. There will 
also be information forms to be completed. The 
information forms have also been sent out via email. 
You can bring with you or submit to the church at any 
point prior to these days. If you have any questions, 
please call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

Time to Update the 
Church Directory! 

mailto:vsalisbury@yorkmessiahumc.org
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

  
  

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 
1900 W Market Street, 

West York 

 
May 16 
June 20 
July 18 

August 15 
September 19 
October 17 

November 21 
December 19 

 

Prayer Breakfast and 
Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 
on Rt. 30 

May 4 
June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
September 7 
October 5 

November 2 
December 7 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

Our May Restaurant Fundraiser is Panera Bread WEST on 
Sunday, May 19th from 4-8pm. We must have a minimum of 
$100 in sales in order to receive a donation. You will need to 
present a flyer (either printed or electronic) at time of 
purchase. Remember to hand out to friends, family and 
coworkers! 

For Messiah UMC to receive a portion of your bill, you MUST 
have a flyer to present when you order. Attached to the 
newsletter is a copy of the flyer that you need to bring to the 
fundraiser. We will also have additional printed copies available 
in the weeks prior to the fundraiser. Please feel free to share 
the flyer on the next page with your family, friends, and co-
workers.  

We are trying to do a minimum of one restaurant fundraiser a 
month and alternate between west end and east end, etc. We 
have several restaurants we are currently working with, but if 
you frequent a local chain restaurant, please ask if they would 
be willing to host a fundraiser for us. We are open to your 
suggestions. 

  -Amy Olson Shewell and Diana Olson 
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DOING SOME SPRING CLEANING? 

As a partner with Community Aid, Messiah UMC receives .05/lb 
for the donations that are dropped in our Community Aid bin? 

During spring cleaning drop your donations in the bin! Here is a 
list of items they accept and do NOT accept: 

ITEMS WE ACCEPT 

• Men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing, new 
and used 

• Shoes, purses, jewelry, wallets, belts, ties, 
wigs and hats 

• Household items, such as pots, pans and 
other kitchenware 

• Home decorative items and knick-knacks 
• Bed sheets and curtains 
• CDs, DVDs, and video games 
• Children’s toys & stuffed animals 
• Books, records, TV & movie memorabilia 
• Artwork and other collectibles 
• Small furniture items such as night stands 

and end tables 
• Fully functional electronics 
• Estate items and business and corporate 

liquidations 

ITEMS WE DO NOT ACCEPT 

• Text books, library books, encyclopedias 
• VHS and cassette tapes 
• Large furniture and mattresses 
• Infant furniture 
• Televisions 
• Computers & computer accessories 
• Air conditioners 
• Large exercise equipment 
• Linens, towels, and blankets 
• Dehumidifiers 
• Tires and rusted tools 
• Kerosene heaters 
• Lawn mowers 
• Weapons 

MAY LITURGISTS 

May 5 (Native American Sunday)  
Ruby Olson 

May 12 
Robert Wolfgang 

May 19 
Mindy Inners 

May 26 
Sharon Wetzel 
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Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com.  
If you prefer, please see me and I will help you put it 

on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

THE INFLUENCERS 

By Pastor Bob Vizthum 

Hello Everyone, 

Deb Firebaugh asked me recently if I would write an “influencer” article before 
I leave for New York State. I gladly agreed, so here is my offering to you.  

The influencer in my life that came to mind quickly is a mentor-pastor of mine 
named Ted Yohe. Some of you have seen him and his wife Lou when they 
have visited Messiah Church for worship over the last four years. Ted has been 
a great friend, pastor and mentor for 32 years. It was under his pastorate at 
Colonial Park United Methodist Church in Harrisburg that I first felt a 
significant calling to serve as a pastor. Ted took me (and Lou took Eileen) 
under his wing and met with me personally once a week for two years while I 
wrestled with the call and tried to figure out the next details to fulfilling that 
call. Ted gave me a few positions at Colonial Park UMC that allowed me to 
exercise my gifts and abilities to see what would come out of that process. He 
listened to me over and over as we grappled together with what God was 
saying to me.  

  

 

As it became more apparent that God was indeed moving me to attend seminary in training for pastoral ministry, Ted 
had a choice before him personally. He dearly wanted Eileen and me to stay at CPUMC and work with him and Lou and 
the leadership in serving the Lord there. But, he also agreed that the best thing for me was to go to seminary and study. 
He put aside his personal interests and strongly encouraged me to pull up stakes in Harrisburg, move Eileen and the kids 
to Kentucky, and attend Asbury Theological Seminary. It was the correct decision, as time has indicated. Ted was a great 
“sending pastor” in that a bunch of us in his flocks over the years moved on to various ministry opportunities.  

 It was Ted’s selfless and caring heart, cooperating with the Holy Spirit that gave me the courage and confidence to move 
to the next step of preparation for a life of ministry in and for Christ. We have maintained a friendship since the mid 
1980’s. At one point in my journey about 10 years ago when I was discouraged, Ted reminded me of my calling and 
God’s faithfulness. He said to me in clear and distinct terms, “Bob, the Lord is the strength of your heart.”  I have heard 
him say that a thousand times since then in my mind and heart. 

What a gift to have an influencer such as Ted Yohe in my life. By the way, Ted is a York native and a graduate of William 
Penn High School.  

 I hope everyone of you have had or will have a person or persons that comfort you, challenge you, come along side you 
and bring God’s grace into your life in a very tangible way.   

Blessings, my dear friends, 

Pastor Bob     
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YOU’RE INVITED TO CELEBRATE… 

PASTOR BOB’S MINISTRY at Messiah UMC! 

WHEN: May 19th following worship 

WHERE: Messiah’s Parish Hall 

WHAT TO BRING: Dessert to share, Cards 

MEAL PROVIDED: Big Bob’s BBQ 

SIGN UP BY 5/12  Ch h 717 843 4574/P l  

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
GARDEN 

There have been numerous inquiries about 
ordering bricks for our Celebration of Life 

Garden. If you would like to purchase a 
brick (cost is $50.00) in Memory of or in 
Honor of someone, please contact Jinny 

Foor @ 717-764-0148 or in person at 
church. 

If you have previously inquired, please 
submit how you would like the brick to 
read, i.e., In Memory of  _____ or in 
Honor of ____. We are limited to 20 

letters & spaces per name. 

NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY 

Native American Sunday is May 5, 2019. 
Envelopes to support Native American 

ministries will be in the pew racks. Thank 
you for your continued support. 
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please contact Youth 
Coordinator Breanne Brunner at bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

May 5th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm  

May 12th  No Youth Group - Happy Mother's Day! 

May 19th Youth Group 5:30-7pm   

May 19th Fundraiser for Youth 2019 
@ Isaac’s East York (benefits Calvary UMC) 

May 26th No Youth Group - Happy Memorial Day! 

June 8th  Car Wash 2-3pm and Spaghetti Dinner 4-7pm @ Calvary 

 

 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 
reflection, prayer, and growth. 
By Dee Gembe 
 

 Salvation is free – but only to those who ask 
for it. 

 The trouble with a little sin is that it doesn’t 
stay little. 

 We really live when we live to give. 
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MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Cari Kepner Lee 
Barry Montag 

4 Gerald Yohe 
William W. Lee 

5 Jean Bowman  
Sam Eveler 

7 David Shuff 
 Dalton Dacheux 

10 Stephanie Christy 

11 Jane Poff 
 Richard Kerns, Jr. 

13 Jordan Fourhman  

16 Becky Bowman 
 Samuel Eveler 

17 Harry Summers 

18 Donna Fitzkee 
Laura Graver 
Martha Hassler 
John Patrizio 

19 Mary Kibler 

21 Gary Boyd 
Melissa Peeling 

25 Evelyn Hassler 

26 Nancy Amspacher 

27 Jim Keller 
 Dorothy Mundis 

28 Kayla Miller 

29 Sandra Kerns 

30 Andrew Troxell 

31 Andrew March 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

6 Josh and Laura Graver 

8 David and Diane Phillips 

12 Rick, Jr. and Sandy Kerns 

15 Tom and Julie Hartman 

16 Chris and Diana Olson 

17 Bill and Connie Kepner 

25 Bruce and Marjorie Rost 

26 Charlie and Becky Bowman 

29 Ira and Fran Shoff 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Psalm 46b by Sons of Korah 

https://bit.ly/2WeoDLb 

https://bit.ly/2WeoDLb
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