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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, 

and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 

Church 

1300 N. Beaver Street 

York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 

Pastor 

Beth Green 

Administrative Assistant 

Laura Graver 

Treasurer 

Vicky Salisbury 

Choir Director 

Jan Frey 

Organist 

Liz Berger 

Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 

Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 

Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 

Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 

Fax: 717-854-0427 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 

 
 

“Put on the new self, who in the likeness of God has been created in 

righteousness and holiness of truth.”  -Ephesians 4:24 

Greetings to you all in the extended Messiah family!  It’s spring!!  Thanks be to 

God (TBTG!). Those of us who are spring lovers love the blooms that are popping 

up and will be popping up this April. The earth will soon, once again in utter 

dependability, be re-clothed in an array of beauty. The earth will, in a sense, put 

on the “new self”. It will be something to see!  It is every year. The scripture above 

tells us to put on the “new self in Christ Jesus” and to discard the “sin-nature.”  

This is also a beautiful process whereby we transform into more of what God 

intends for us to be through faith in Christ. I personally am in awe at what God 

can and does do when we seek him for his grace in areas of our lives where we 

need renewal. He is so faithful in fulfilling his promises such as “seek and you will 

find, call on me and I will answer you,” etc. The Psalmist compares the cleansing 

love of God’s grace and renewal with snow. He talks of God’s washing our sins 

away as making us “whiter than snow.”  The analogy is of freshness and purity. 

This is the “new self” in Jesus Christ that overcomes so much in our lives and 

blesses others when we participate in the process. 

We participate in the process through spiritual disciplines that bring us into God’s 

presence and grace in Christ. Worship, daily prayer and devotional aides, 

certain forms of fasting, Bible study, fellowship with believers, Christian service 

and caring, all edify our hearts and minds, enabling us to willingly put on the new 

self in Christ through the Holy Spirit. The process creates a garden of the lovely 

flowers of the “fruit of the Spirit.”  This process is not a one-and-done occurrence. 

As Dwight L. Moody, evangelist of a century ago, once said, “We are leaky 

vessels.”  We need to get filled up with the Holy Spirit regularly. 

In the remainder of this Lenten season and into Holy Week, let us draw near to 

God, trust more, serve with our whole heart, and bless others. Let us pray often, 

submitting our hearts in prayer to a God who has tremendous grace, goodness 

and guidance to dispense to those who put their trust in him. In this April of 2019, 

let us KNOW regularly, GROW joyfully, and SHOW enthusiastically by being the 

“new self” God has destined us to be. 

Vol. 19, No. 4 • April 2019 

Go with God! 

Pastor Bob 

 

Messiah’s Monthly Messenger 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org
file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/www.yorkmessiahumc.org
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

WOW (Wonderful Outreach Wednesdays) 

It is our last month of WOW for Spring 2019. We’d love to 

have you join us for dinner and Bible lessons and activities for 

all age groups.  

Meal at 6:00 

Lesson from 6:45-7:45 

Our April WOW evenings will be:  

April 3 

April 10 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

In April, students in grades K-6 will have lessons on the 

second floor on these dates:  

April 7 

April 28 

During the other Sundays, busy bags and reading 

materials are available. 

  

APRIL 13 - CHILDREN’S EASTER CELEBRATION  

Please join us for crafts, games, a free breakfast, and an egg 

hunt to celebrate the miracle of Easter! 

Breakfast – 10am 

Egg Hunt – 10:30am 

 

 

Breakfast 10:00 

 

Egg Hunt 10:30 

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH DAY 

Date Celebrated: Always April 12th 

People have been consuming the ever popular grilled cheese sandwich 

for seemingly ever. Its roots go back to ancient Roman times, when bread 

was topped with cheese and melted. It wasn't until the 1920's that sliced 

bread was created. Shortly after that, today's grilled cheese sandwich 

began to be enjoyed by millions.  

What do you need to celebrate Grilled Cheese Sandwich Day? The 

ingredients are cheese, sliced bread, a little butter, and your appetite. Any 

cheese will do. If you are looking to be a little daring, add a couple slices 

of tomato, dill pickle, ham, bacon…whatever your tastebuds like... 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Our April meeting will be Monday, April 15, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

and is entitled Women Responding and Serving in Christ’s 

Name. 

Fawn McCallister, President of the York District United 

Methodist Women of The Susquehanna Conference, will 

be with us to speak about the Legacy Fund and her call 

to become a deaconess with the United Methodist 

Church. Join us as we hear from Fawn and how she is 

responding and serving in Christ’s name and how others 

have also served. We will meet on the second floor in the 

choir/meeting room.  

MISSION CENTRAL HUB NEWS 

Our local Mission Central Hub has chosen a 

new project and requests our help: School 

backpacks for students at Goode Elementary 

school.  

Our congregation is asked to buy and donate 

composition books. We'll be collecting these 

items for the remainder of the school year. 

Place these composition books in the 

donation basket at the West Entrance. Thanks 

for your help with this project! 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Carol Peel. 

If you have something to contribute to the 

newsletter, you can email me at 

elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or drop a 

note in the newsletter mailbox at the 

church by April 20! 

All creative ideas are welcome! 

Interested in an easy way to help the 

community? 

Help pack “backpacks” at Hayshire 

Elementary, every Tuesday in April. Contact 

Laura Graver for more information! 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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  response REPORT 

The March/April 2019 response is primarily dedicated to the 150 years of United 

Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations…a keepsake issue for sure. 

There are nine pages of historical photos, including the Isabella Thoburn College and 

the Clara Swain dispensary and hospital. Both were started by the first two 

missionaries sent out by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society and are still in 

operation today in Bareilly, India. There is a page about Clementina Rowe Butler, 

who along with Lois Parker, called together those eight women in Boston in March 

1869 to do something to meet the needs of women in India. 

DONATIONS REQUESTED FOR SERVANTS, INC. 

A group of Leadership York participants are collecting donations for Servants, 

Inc. to benefit their Home Helps program, which provides repair, maintenance, 

and improvement projects for older and/or disabled homeowners in York City. 

We are seeking donations (new or lightly used!) of the following items: 

 50 paint rollers 

 50 covers for paint rollers 

 50 paintbrushes 

 50 paint pans 

 35 boxes of trash bags 

These items are available at Dollar Tree! If you are going there, would you mind 

picking up a few of them to help us out? 

We are also accepting cash or checks to assist in the purchase of paint, which 

can be very expensive! Thank you so much to those of you who have already 

donated. If online shopping is more your style, you can purchase items from 

our Amazon wishlist. 

Questions? Contact Liz Kepner at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or 717-578-

1113. 

There are two excellent poems written by UM Women members Louise Alley and Dorothy Collins. Louise 

was a member of Arvada UM Church in Arvada, CO where I was a member. And Betty Goode, who 

submitted the poem, was a friend and member of the Circle to which I belonged. That was exciting to see. 

Louise’s poem is about what UM Women means to her . . . helping and caring, faith, honesty, knowing 

God, supporting our community, fellowship, ensuring diversity. . . and much more. Dorothy’s poem 

beautifully relates the history of UM Women and its foremothers. 

In an article titled “Writing Our Legacy” Ellen Blue reflects on the mission study she has written, Women 

United for Change: 150 Years in Mission. She says, “It’s clear to me that UM Women members have brought 

life more abundantly to millions around the world because they simply wouldn’t stop trying to do what 

God had called them to do.” 

 

 115 pairs of work gloves 

 115 safety glasses 

 115 dust masks 

 50 plastic drop cloths 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2K6A0N73NECA8?ref_=wl_share
mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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WHAT THE ROBIN TOLD 

The wind told the grasses 

And the grasses told the trees. 

The trees told the bushes 

And the bushes told the bees. 

The bees told the robin 

And the robin sang out clear 

Wake up! Wake up! 

Spring is here! 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

Our committee has created a list of top priority projects for the 

maintenance of our church building. As funds are available, we 

will be working to accomplish these tasks. 

Church Projects 

 Replace window at rear entrance  

 Add additional wash bay to the sink in the kitchen to 

remain in compliance 

 Replace all exterior doors 

 Signage throughout church to direct visitors 

 Update the parsonage washer and dryer 

If you are interested in more information or would like to 

contribute funds for these projects, please contact a member 

of the trustees! 

2019 Trustees Members: Scott Bruck, Josh Graver, Jeff Green, 

Jared Hartman, Susan Hartman, Martha Hassler, Hannah Keller, 

Sharon March, Eric Savary 

Save the Date for our Spring Clean Up Day! 

Saturday, April 27th 

APRIL LITURGISTS 

April 7 

Breanne Brunner 

April 14 (Palm Sunday)  

Ben Geesey 

April 21 (Easter)  

Renee Montag 

April 28 

Chuck Gembe 

ALTAR GUILD AND COMMUNION COMMITTEE 

COMMUNION COMMITTEE 

Date Preparer Cleaner Prepared For 

4/18/2019 – Maundy Thursday Sue Hartman Diana Olson Pew Communion 

6/2/2019 

Renee Montag 

Barry Montag 

Josh Graver 

Bob Hassler Pew Communion 

The rest of the 2019 Communion dates will be determined by the new pastor. An updated listing will be 

posted when dates are confirmed. 

ALTAR GUILD 

April – Pat Eyster 

May – Beth Green 

June – Renee and Barry Montag 

July – Hannah Keller 

 

August – Martha Hassler 

September – Mindy and Bob Inners 

October – Leanne Dacheux 

November – Sue Miley 

December – Connie Kepner, Debbie Haar 
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  MUSIC NEWS 

Handbells 

Messiah Handbell Ringers are preparing music to play for Easter 

worship. 

 Rehearsals: Tuesdays 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16 from 7-8 pm in the choir 

room. See Vicky if you are interested. 

Sanctuary Choir Cantata 

Singers - Come join us as we prepare our annual Easter Cantata, to 

be presented during Palm Sunday worship. 

 Rehearsals: Thursdays 3/28, 4/4, 4/11 from 7-8 pm in choir room. 

 Dress rehearsal: Saturday, 4/13 at 11:00 am in sanctuary. This 

year we present THE VICTOR'S CROWN, narrated by Ben Geesey. 

Kids' Choirs 

 4/7: The Joyful Juniors will sing in worship 

 Palm Sunday (4/14): all kids invited to parade with palms to 

begin service 

 Easter Sunday (4/21): Joyful Juniors and Preschool Praisers sing 

together 

(Kids rehearse during Sunday School) 

Summer Music 

I will soon start scheduling special music for the summer Sundays 

when the choir takes a well-deserved break. Contact Vicky 

(717)891-2584 or vsalisbury@yorkmessiahumc.org if you would like to 

sing or play or know someone who could bless us with their talents.  

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

We would like to update our church directory with 

new pictures and current information. On April 7 

and May 5, we will have someone taking your 

picture (if you choose) at the west entrance bulletin 

board at 9am and 10am. There will also be 

information forms to be completed. The information 

forms will also be sent out via email. You can bring 

with you or submit to the church at any point prior 

to these days. If you have any questions, please call 

the church office at 717-843-4574. 

mailto:vsalisbury@yorkmessiahumc.org
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

  

  

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 

1900 W Market Street, West York 

April 18 

May 16 

June 20 

July 18 

August 15 

September 19 

October 17 

November 21 

December 19 

 

Prayer Breakfast and Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 

on Rt. 30 

May 4 

June 1 

July 6 

August 3 

September 7 

October 5 

November 2 

December 7 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

Thank you for braving the snow to support our first restaurant 

fundraiser of the year! Hoss’s sent Messiah a check for 

$116.61. Don’t forget give out fliers your family, friends and 

co-workers!! This is easy income for church projects! 

Join us for our next restaurant fundraiser!  

On Sunday, April 7, 2019 come enjoy lunch, dinner or even 

take-out at Isaac’s of East York in the Village of 

Meadowbrook, 2960 Whiteford Road, York.  

For Messiah UMC to receive a portion of your bill, you MUST 

have a flyer to present when you order. Attached to the 

newsletter is a copy of the flyer that you need to bring to the 

fundraiser. We will also have additional printed copies 

available in the weeks prior to the fundraiser. Please feel free 

to share the flyer on the next page with your family, friends, 

and co-workers.  

We are hoping to do a minimum of one restaurant fundraiser 

a month and alternate between west end and east end, 

etc. We have several restaurants we are currently working 

with, but if you frequent a local chain restaurant, please ask 

if they would be willing to host a fundraiser for us. We are 

open to your suggestions. 

  -Amy Olson Shewell and Diana Olson 
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MEN’S LENTEN BREAKFAST SCHEDULE FOR 2019 

United Methodist Churches in the York Area 

Saturdays during Lent 

7:30 A.M. 

Date Church Address 

March 30 Bethany UM Church 1401 Mt. Rose Avenue, York 

April 6 Yorkshire UM Church 125 Edgewood Road, York 

April 13 Fourth UM Church 20 N. Lehman Street, York 

April 20 Calvary UM Church 11 N. Richland Avenue, York 

  *Communion will be celebrated 

  

 

Additional 

date added! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

As a partner with Community Aid, Messiah UMC receives .05/lb for 

the donations that are dropped in our Community Aid bin? 

During spring cleaning drop your donations in the bin! Here is a list 

of items they accept and do NOT accept: 

ITEMS WE ACCEPT* 

• Men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing, 

new and used 

• Shoes, purses, jewelry, wallets, belts, ties, 

wigs and hats 

• Household items, such as pots, pans and 

other kitchenware 

• Home decorative items and knick-knacks 

• Bed sheets and curtains 

• CDs, DVDs, and video games 

• Children’s toys & stuffed animals 

• Books, records, TV & movie memorabilia 

• Artwork and other collectibles 

• Small furniture items such as night stands 

and end tables 

• Fully functional electronics 

• Estate items and business and corporate 

liquidations 

ITEMS WE DO NOT ACCEPT 

• Text books, library books, encyclopedias 

• VHS and cassette tapes 

• Large furniture and mattresses 

• Infant furniture 

• Televisions 

• Computers & computer accessories 

• Air conditioners 

• Large exercise equipment 

• Linens, towels, and blankets 

• Dehumidifiers 

• Tires and rusted tools 

• Kerosene heaters 

• Lawn mowers 

• Weapons 
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Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 

deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com.  

If you prefer, please see me and I 

will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

 

THE INFLUENCERS 

By Marge Rost 

As with most adults, there have been multiple persons who have 

influenced me throughout my life. As I recall my childhood, 

grandparents come to mind. 

My dad’s mother, Feila/Lila Elwell Bronson, was a staunch New 

England Methodist and a woman’s rights advocate much before 

her time. She was the product of a strong line of hearty Vermonters 

and could weather any storm. Grandmother’s beliefs have been the 

backbone of my faith and have carried me through thick and thin. 

She was a beacon of light for everyone.  

When my grandfather, Harry Bronson, became paralyzed and was bedridden, she chose to care for him at 

home. She always told us that God did not give us more than He thought we could bear, but one day I 

peered into the kitchen where she was standing at the sink washing dishes. Grandmother had her head 

bowed and I heard her say, “Lord, I wish you didn’t think I was this strong.” I learned that even those of 

deep faith have moments of despair. At the age of 70, she finished training for practical nursing and 

admitted that she did it because it was something she had always wanted to do. What a woman!  

On the other side of the family was my mother’s father, Alfred Sanders. He was a “transplant” from England 

and met my Scottish grandmother, Sarah Clark Sanders, who was perfect for him here in the states. My 

grandfather, a former rugby player, was the gentlest of men. He loved gardening and the outdoors, but 

required a regimen of physical and mental activity that only my grandmother could enjoy. From him I get 

my respect for learning, patience, tolerance and my love for people no matter what their circumstances.  

As I grew, these four people guided and directed me and loved me no matter what decision I made. 

Never did they say, “I told you not to do that.” More than once the response to one of my decisions was 

“Now how can we work this one out?”  

Their greatest influence came at difficult decision times, even after their deaths, when I would look back 

and discern what they might have done. In the background of my mind I can still hear them saying, “How 

about praying about it?” 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN 

There have been numerous inquiries about ordering 

bricks for our Celebration of Life Garden. If you 

would like to purchase a brick (cost is $50.00) in 

Memory of or in Honor of someone, please contact 

Jinny Foor @ 717 764-0148 or in person at church. 

If you have previously inquired, please submit how 

you would like the brick to read, i.e.,  In Memory of  

_____ or in Honor of ____. We are limited to 20 letters 

& spaces per name. 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  

NORMANDIE RIDGE AUXILIARY 

Those of us with the Normandie Ridge Auxiliary are looking 

forward to Spring and our Spring events. On Saturday, April 13, 

beginning at 12:00 Noon we will hold our Fifth Annual Fashion 

Show and Sale. We will once again enjoy previewing spring and 

summer fashions and will have the opportunity to purchase if we 

wish to. Any purchase will benefit the Auxiliary as we receive 10% 

of all sales. All are invited to attend and there is no charge or 

sign up necessary. Refreshments will be served. Additionally, we 

will hold a theme basket silent auction. If anyone would like to 

donate a basket for the event, please contact me at 

brmontag@comcast.net or 717 792-1713. 

 On April 25, 2019, we will also benefit from an Isaac’s Fundraising 

Day. From 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM at the Isaacs in West York (2159 

White Street) you can purchase a meal there or gift cards to 

benefit Normandie Ridge Auxiliary. The Auxiliary receives 25% for 

meals purchased and 15% for gift cards purchased. I have the 

forms that must be used for this fundraising event. Thanks for your 

consideration in helping us out. 

 If you have not renewed your Normandie Ridge Auxiliary 

membership or would like to join the Auxiliary, please see Sue 

Hartman to do so. We sincerely appreciate your continued 

support for the Auxiliary. 

Renee Montag 

Normandie Ridge Auxiliary President 

YOU’RE INVITED TO CELEBRATE… 

PASTOR BOB’S MINISTRY at Messiah UMC! 

WHEN: May 19th following worship 

WHERE: Messiah’s Parish Hall 

WHAT TO BRING: Dessert to share, Cards 

MEAL PROVIDED: Big Bob’s BBQ 

SIGN UP BY 5/12: Church 717-843-4574/Parlor 

mailto:brmontag@comcast.net
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 YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please contact Youth 

Coordinator Breanne Brunner at bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

April 3rd  WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

April 7th  Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

April 10th WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

April 12-14th Youth Leadership Retreat at Wesley Forest  

April 14th No Youth Group 

April 21st Happy Easter – No Youth Group 

April 28th Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

Youth 2019 Fundraisers 

April 7th  Dine to donate @ Hoss's West York (benefits Calvary UMC) 

April 7th  Dine to donate @ Isaac’s East York (benefits Messiah UMC) 

May 19th Dine to donate @ Isaac’s East York (benefits Calvary UMC) 

June 8th Car Wash 2-3 pm and Spaghetti Dinner 4-7 pm @ Calvary 

 

 ✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to 

inspire reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 

 Greatness lies not in trying to be 

somebody, but in trying to help 

somebody. 

 God who cares for me, never 

sleeps—I see no sense in both of us 

staying awake. 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

  
  

 

MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 

office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

1 Roberta Rishel  

4 Hannah Peeling 

5 Kirk Frey 

8 Andrea Kim 

12 Nancy Shoff 

13 Rick Warner 

Kyle Newton 

Emily McQuerrey 

18 William Bayer 

 Marshall McAdams 

19 Julie Hartman 

Frances Shoff 

20 Christopher Olson 

24 Zakary Wolpert 

26 Elijah Brown 

29 Joan Farence 

30 Ian Collins 

 Betty Zerbe 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

6 Terry and Judy Waltersdorff 

9 Briana and Tim Marowsky 

11 Galen and Deb Haar 

26 Sam and Kathy Eveler 

29 Jim and Hannah Keller 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Love Never Ends (1 Corinthians 13:4-10)  

by The Corner Room 

https://bit.ly/2TxAq57 

From our brothers and sisters in the United Church 

of Christ… I saw this on a bumper sticker and thought 

it would be good for all of us! 

https://bit.ly/2TxAq57

