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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, 
and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 
Church 
1300 N. Beaver Street 
York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 
Pastor 

Beth Green 
Administrative Assistant 

Laura Graver 
Treasurer 

Vicky Salisbury 
Choir Director 

Jan Frey 
Organist 

Liz Berger 
Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 
Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 
Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 
Fax: 717-854-0427 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
 

 

Greetings to all in the extended Messiah Church family and welcome to February! 

Most of you by now have probably heard that I will be moving to the Syracuse, NY, area in June. I 
know that not all of you were able to attend the worship service on January 6th when I made the 
announcement. Consequently, I am sharing with you in this article what I said to the folks in 
attendance that day. Here it is. 

“With the passing of my wife Eileen in May of 2016, the dynamics of my life drastically changed. Her 
departure left me here in York without any immediate family members. As many of you know, my 
son Jim and his wife Ann live in Brighton, Michigan, and my daughter Jen, her husband Matt and my 
two grandchildren, live in Baldwinsville, NY, just west of Syracuse. As a result of that, I have been 
praying long and hard about what I should do with the rest of my potential ministry years. 

Within this past year of 2018, an opportunity presented itself for me to enter into a conversation with 
Bishop Mark Webb of the Upper New York Conference of the United Methodist Church about a 
future possibility of serving a church in that Conference. After conversations with Bishop Webb and 
with members of my family, and after much prayer and discernment, I have made myself available 
for an appointment this coming summer of 2019 to a church in the Syracuse area of that 
Conference. 

Consequently, I will be moving to the Syracuse, NY, area in June of this year. I do not currently know 
where exactly I will be, or in what official capacity in terms of my status in the United Methodist 
Church, but I will be moving and serving the Lord in Central NY. 

This decision is totally because of personal reasons. No one in our Susquehanna Conference, from 
the Bishop on down, had anything to do with it other than supporting me as I went back and forth 
with it. It has nothing to do with my stay here at Messiah UMC or the people of Messiah UMC. You 
have been wonderful to me. We have been together for a very difficult yet amazing three and a 
half years (it will be four years by the time I conclude my stay with you). This congregation has 
blessed me immensely as you have helped me navigate the roughest passage of life I have ever 
embarked upon. I will never forget your love, care and support. Much more will be added to my 
statement of gratitude in the months to come. However, I feel it is time in my life, with my age and 
circumstances, to make this change that has been presented to me. 

Rev. Charles Salisbury, our District Superintendent, will be meeting with the SPRC of Messiah Church 
this week to begin the process of finding a replacement pastor to serve here beginning July 1st.  

This is not time for goodbyes or good lucks. We have 6 months of ministry to do together. As Martin 
Luther once said, ‘If I knew that tomorrow the world would come to pieces, I’d still plant an apple 
tree today.’  Let’s keep planting apple trees for the Lord.” 

So, that was what I shared on January 6th. I will be in daily prayer for all that is before me and us as 
we transition. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

WOW (Wonderful Outreach Wednesdays) 

If you haven’t made it out to a WOW evening, please consider coming for 
the dinner and/or lessons afterward. We follow the cancellation policies of 
the Central York County School District if winter weather impacts our 
safety. 

Meal at 6:00 
Lesson from 6:45-7:45 

Our February WOW evenings will be: 
February 6 
February 13 
February 20 
February 27 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

In February, students in grades K-6 will have lessons upstairs during the 10:30 worship 
service on these dates:  
February 10 
February 17 
February 24 

During the other Sundays, busy bags and reading materials are available.  

  

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

February 3, 2019 will be our annual Souper Bowl Luncheon and 
celebration of collection of cans and other non-perishable food 
donations. The elementary class will take a field trip during 
Sunday school to make final purchases. Please consider 
donating to help those in need of food during the cold winter 
months. Thank you! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

There is no regular meeting scheduled for February.  

There is an Executive Committee Meeting scheduled for 
Monday, February 18 @ 6:30 p.m. 
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  FEBRUARY LITURGISTS 

February 3 “Souper Bowl Sunday”  
Liz Kepner 

February 10 
Renee Montag 

February 17 
Sharon March 

February 24 
Kathy Gorgas 

ALTAR FLOWER PRICES FOR 2019 

There is a slight increase in flower pricing for 2019. 
It is the first increase in quite a few years. 

Altar Flowers in the Sconces - $40.00 

Altar Centerpieces - $27.50 

Rosebud in Vase - $8.50 (No Increase) 

If you sponsored flowers in 2018, you will be 
contacted by Debbie Haar to see if you wish to 
sponsor flowers for 2019 in the near future. 

If you have something to contribute to the 
newsletter, you can email me at 

elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or drop a 
note in the newsletter mailbox at the church 

by Feb. 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

NEW ADDRESS 

Andrew March 
1865 Newton Street N.W., Apt. #1  
Washington, DC 20010 

Andrew works at the National Academy of 
Science and Medicine as a Research Associate. 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

  

   

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 
1900 W Market Street, West York 

February 21 
March 21 
April 18 
May 16 
June 20 
July 18 

August 15 
September 19 

October 17 
November 21 
December 19 

 

Prayer Breakfast and Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 
on Rt. 30 

February 2 
March 2 
May 4 
June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
September 7 

October 5 
November 2 
December 7 

FEBRUARY PIE SALE FUNDRAISER 

The Fundraising Committee will be making Apple and 
Cherry Pies for pickup in the parlor after church 
service on Sunday, February 17. 

Pre-ordering and pre-paying can be done in the 
Parlor on Sundays after Sunday School and after 
Church from January 27th until February 10th.  

Our LARGE Apple Double Crust pie and our Cherry 
Crumb pie will be $8 each, and our small pies will be 
$5 each. Proceeds will go towards Special Projects. 

RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

Join us for the first of many restaurant fundraisers for 2019! 

On Sunday, March 3rd, come dine at Hoss’s at 2175 White Street in York. For 
Messiah UMC to receive a portion from your bill, you MUST have a flyer to 
present when you order! We will have fliers  available the week prior so you 
may hand out to family, friends and coworkers. You may also pick them up in 
the church office! We are hoping to do a minimum of one a month and 
alternate west end, east end, etc. We have several restaurants we are currently 
working with, but if you frequent a local non chain restaurant please ask if they 
would be willing to host a fundraiser for us. We are open to your suggestions! 

-Amy Olson Shewell and Diana Olson 
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“BREAKING BREAD COVERED DISH SUPPER” AND 
VISIONING FOR THE FUTURE OF MESSIAH UMC 

On Sunday, February 10th at 5:00 pm in the Parish Hall, we will 
have a “Breaking Bread Covered Dish Supper” and then at 5:45 
pm Kay Kotan, Director of Equipping Vital Congregations for the 
SUSUMC will be with us to address future outreach strategies for 
Messiah UMC. Kay has been looking at the demographics of the 
area around MUMC and desires to share with us her findings. You 
are all invited to come to this event, but I especially encourage all 
Church Council members, members of our various committees, 
and our young adults (I’ll define as 45 years old or less ) to attend. 
If you would like to learn more about Kay Kotan, Google: 
susumc.org and look for information about Equipping Vital 
Congregations. You can also Google her name and see some of 
the works she has had published about church growth.  

Ham and scalloped potatoes will be provided for the supper. You 
may bring a covered side dish or dessert if you’d like. A sign up 
sheet will be in the Narthex.  

Thank you.  

~ Pastor Bob 

THE INFLUENCERS 

I’ve thought about this for some time about who influenced by life and realize 
it was not one person, but many as the years that have gone by. 

My mother, Vera Perry, comes to mind first. I was the youngest of 9 children 
and we had a very close bond. Mother started my faith journey; she had a 
strong faith and wanted her children to know right from wrong. She taught me 
that being honest is always, as the saying goes, “the best policy.”  I will always 
remember, too, her telling me after she asked me to clean off the kitchen 
table so she could fold laundry there, “if you are going to do something do it 
right.”  I had not cleaned it off well and her telling me that has always stuck 
with me. Mother was way ahead of her time in her thinking during the 1960’s. 
A lot of girls in my generation were engaged to be married before they were 
out of high school or soon after. Mother stressed to her daughters that we 
should get a good job. Not that she was opposed to marriage but that we 
should be independent and be able to support ourselves because you never 
know what curves life could throw you. Once after we were engaged to be 
married, I was telling my mother about some minor fault I perceived in Barry. 
(He saved everything.)  My mother promptly told me “if you are going to 
complain about your future husband you shouldn’t marry him.”  She was a 
wise woman.  

Who was your 
Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 
deborah_firebaugh

@hotmail.com.  
If you prefer, please 

see me and I will 
help you put it on 

paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

 

Continued on 
the next page! 
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THE INFLUENCERS (cont.) 

I would have to say my brothers and sisters influenced my life 
also. I became an aunt at 5 years of age. My eldest sister was 
married before I was even born. My second eldest sister spent a 
lot of time with us when I was growing up. She and her husband 
eventually had four children. Along with Mary, the sister next to 
me in age, I would play with those children like they were dolls. I 
was the babysitter to them during my last two summers of high 
school. It was a great responsibility but an enjoyable time for me 
as I also enjoyed their family vacations that included a trip to 
Niagara Falls, to Montreal, Canada and Expo 67 and camping 
trips to Skyline Drive in Virginia. 

Our family grew larger and I have wonderful memories of so many holiday gatherings where all of us could 
not even eat at one time. Not all was sunny and bright, however, as I lost two brothers when I was a young 
woman. John was 38 and George 31. I cherish their memories still and recently heard something that 
comes to mind when I think of them. When you lose someone, if that person has had a positive influence in 
your life then he or she is always with you. I believe that. 

My sister, Mary, was someone I could always confide in and she was always there for me. She likes to say, 
she “always took care of me.”  Next to Barry, she is still my best friend. Upon graduation from high school, 
my brother David, gave me a Living New Testament. A wonderful light came on from reading that and I 
finally grasped the story of Jesus.  

My teachers, especially my social studies teachers, influenced my life as they sparked an interest for me in 
United States history and civics. From that, my desire to work in government and to take an interest in 
public policy grew. My employment was in state, county, and municipal government and in a public-
school system. I found myself working in many election campaigns and through that interest I met Barry 
Montag. We shared this interest and were friends for a long time and we still are. He influenced my life by 
being the kind of person he is. He cared about people and was someone you could count on. He is still 
that person. 

Barry’s parents, especially his mother, Betty Montag, influenced me in several ways. She and I enjoyed 
cooking and baking together while visiting her home in Johnstown. As Barry’s parents aged and could no 
longer live in their home without care, we were blessed by having them come to York to live at Normandie 
Ridge. Betty had many friends in her community in Johnstown, and I thought it would be difficult for her 
pick up her life to move 150 miles away. She did it. She kept her friends at home but made new friends at 
Normandie Ridge. I admired her spirit as she became part of the fabric there.  

God has put every person into my life for a reason. And there are more than I’ve mentioned. Even those 
events and people who were not part of what I would consider a good experience, I thank him for his 
constant love and care. He has proven to me over and over that no matter what circumstances I find 
myself in He is always there for me and His Son Jesus is the Lord of my life. 

-Renee Montag 
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SONG RECOMMENDATION 

How Deep The Father’s Love For Us - Selah 

https://goo.gl/HwC1pC  
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please contact Youth Coordinator 
Breanne Brunner at bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

Feb 3rd             Souper Bowl of Caring - luncheon after worship 
                          Super Bowl Party @ Calvary - potluck dinner starts @5:30  

Feb 6th             WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

Feb 10th           Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

Feb 13th           WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

Feb 15-17th     Chrysalis  

Feb 17th           No Youth Group  

Feb 20th           WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

Feb 24th           Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

                  

 

               
  

 

Sign-up by February 17th for 
the Hershey Bears Game 
Faith and Family Night on 

March 16th! 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 
reflection, prayer, and growth. 
By Dee Gembe 
 

 Pray hard when you find it is hard to pray. 

 A sermon isn’t complete until it’s put into 

practice. 

 God can do what we cannot if we get 

out of the way. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

10 Skip and Peggy Wisotzkey 

14 Dick and Judy Enterline 

18  Liz and Cobi Kepner 

21 David and Sue Shuff 

  

 

MINISTRY MATTERS 

Below is an excerpt from “Imperfect Signs of 
Love” by Jake Owensby. 

On one of our excursions, Joy and I sat across 
from a young Chinese woman whom we had 
come to know. She asked, “How can you 
Christians love everyone? I love my family. I will 
take care of my children as they grow up and my 
parents as they grow old. But there are billions of 
people. What do you mean you love them all?” 

Our friend wasn’t challenging us or calling our 
faith into question. She was genuinely curious 
about how we would live out a faith that makes 
such a bold claim: We will love everyone. No 
exceptions. No prerequisites.  

And we don’t mince words about it. We sing it 
boldly. “They will know we are Christians by our 
love, by our love.” Love is not one thing among 
many that Christians might or might not do, like 
cross themselves or genuflect or eat fish on 
Friday. To follow Jesus is to love like Jesus. 

Read the whole essay here. 

MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

2 Joan McGlaughlin 

 3  Harold W. Berger 
 Megan Miller 
 Bob Peel  

5 Marie Cartwright 
 Connie Kepner 
 Ruby Olson 

6 Noah Geesey 
 Hannah Keller  

7 Edith Hake  

8  Jim Fetrow  

10 Patti Williams  

11  Austin Lee Christy 
 Mary Cooper 

13 Stephanie Miranda   

14 Sharon March 
 Jeffrey Shearer  

15 Galen Haar  

16 Jayne Snedegar 
 Diane Phillips 

17 Lebert Christy  

18  Marguerite Weister 
 Dee Keener  

22 Betty Newton 
 Pastor Owen Walter  

23 Monte Foor 

  

  

 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9447/imperfect-signs-of-love
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9447/imperfect-signs-of-love
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9447/imperfect-signs-of-love
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