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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, 
and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 
Church 
1300 N. Beaver Street 
York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 
Pastor 

Rev. Owen H. Walter 
Visitation Pastor 

Jan Frey 
Organist 

Vicky Salisbury 
Choir Director 

Beth Green 
Administrative Assistant 

Laura Graver 
Treasurer 

Liz Berger 
Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 
Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 
Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 
Fax: 717-854-0427 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
 

 

Our Pastor’s Message: 

“I have come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly.” - John 10:10 

Happy New Year to one and all! I hope you had a blessed Christmas season, and that the 
new year brings you God’s very best. 

I recently read something over the internet that I now share with you in this article. It was 
entitled HOW TO CREATE AN ABUNDANCE MENTALITY. Since Jesus talked about giving us life 
abundantly as believers, I felt some quotes from this would be helpful as we enter the new 
year of 2019. Here now are some tidbits from the article. 

“Much of society seems to be built on a scarcity mentality. It’s a mentality that tells people 
that there is a lack in life. The scarcity mentality can be quite painful for the individual and 
create a lot of unnecessary fear, anxiety and desperation. An abundance mentality, on the 
other hand, tells you that there are always new chances and opportunities. This relieves much 
of the pressure you may feel if you have a scarcity mentality.” 

I thought these words were wise and helpful to us, especially today in what is in our culture. 
Ironically, though not mentioned, they seem to reflect some of the things that Christ taught us 
about God the Father and this thing called faith. I am so grateful that Jesus came to show us 
the abundance of God, and calls us to trust in that provision for each day of our lives as 
disciples.  

The internet article goes on to offer some suggestions to increase our abundance thinking. I 
offer them to you as belated spiritual Christmas gifts from me to you. Here they are now: 

• Focus on abundance, not on the lack. What you focus on, you will see in your world. 
• Appreciate your food, life, your roof, your friends and family, and so on. This can turn a 

sour mood into a more positive one within minutes. 
• Get an abundance vibe from other people. Since you get a scarcity mentality from 

media, change your input to change your mentality. Hang out with people that have an 
abundance mentality. 

• Share the wealth. One very good way to acknowledge how much you have is to share it. 
It’s harder for you to perceive of something being scarce when you are sharing it, be it 
money, love, encouragement, etc. 

Let us live in the abundance of God’s grace and love in Christ throughout this new year of 
2019. Let us press on to that which is before us, trusting that the Lord is sovereign, and will 
provide what we need in his time and his way for his purposes. Thanks be to God for sending 
his only begotten Son to teach us to trust the Father. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Happy New Year! Hoping that 2019 will be a wonderful year of 
fun, fellowship, and growth for our church.  

Sincerely,  
Liz Berger 

 

WOW (Wonderful Outreach Wednesdays) 

After Christmas break, we will resume our mid-week 
outreach program on January 16, 2019. Please remember, 
if a winter storm is in the forecast, we follow the 
cancellation policies of the Central York County School 
District. 

Meal at 6:00 
Lesson from 6:45-7:45 

Our January evenings will be: 
January 16 
January 23 
January 30 

 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

This month, grades K-6 will have lessons during the church time on the following 
Sundays: 
January 13 
January 20 
January 27 

During the other Sundays, busy bags and reading materials are available.  

  

HELPERS NEEDED! 

On Saturday, January 5 at 8am, we will be “undecorating” 
the church. Your help would be greatly appreciated! 
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PAINTING PARTY 

Looking for something fun to do? Come on out 
to a painting class! On Saturday, January 26th at 
9:30am, we’ll be painting an easy winter 
landscape.  

 Cost: $25 (paint/brushes & supplies included)  

Signup sheet at the west entrance or email: 
bbrushstrokecreations@gmail.com 

Class size limited to 15 people, so sign up soon! 

JANUARY LITURGISTS 

January 6 (Holy Communion) 
Josh Graver 

January 13 
Jeffrey Green 

January 20 
Josh Stuart 

January 27 
Tony Patrizio  

NORMANDIE RIDGE AUXILIARY 
MEMBERSHIP 

Sue Hartman will be in the parlor after church in 
January to collect the membership payment ($5) 
for the 2019 Normandie Ridge Auxiliary. If you’re 

not an Auxiliary member, consider becoming one 
to support the missions and residents of 

Normandie Ridge. 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 

  

   

Prayer Breakfast and Meeting 

Saturdays at 8am 

Round the Clock Diner 
on Rt. 30 

January 5 
February 2 
March 2 
May 4 
June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
September 7 

October 5 
November 2 
December 7 

Prayer Breakfast 

Thursdays at 8am 

Astoria Diner 
1900 W Market Street, West York 

January 17 
February 21 
March 21 
April 18 
May 16 
June 20 
July 18 

August 15 
September 19 

October 17 
November 21 
December 19 

 
FEBRUARY PIE SALE FUNDRAISER 

The Fundraising Committee will be making Apple and 
Cherry Pies for pickup in the parlor after church 
service on Sunday, February 17. 

Pre-ordering and pre-paying can be done in the 
Parlor on Sundays after Sunday School and after 
Church from January 27th until February 10th.  

Our LARGE Apple Double Crust pie and our Cherry 
Crumb pie will be $8 each, and our small pies will be 
$5 each. Proceeds will go towards Special Projects. 

THANK YOU 

The year 2018 has been good at Messiah. As we look back on 2018, I would 
like to thank all who served on a Sunday morning as a Liturgist. Also thanks to 
our acolytes. Landon Patrizio and Dalton Dacheux. Looking ahead to 2019, I 
will again be asking people to serve as Liturgists. If you would like to volunteer 
to serve as a Liturgist or haven’t been asked and would like to serve, please 
see me. Your service on a Sunday morning is greatly appreciated! 

Chuck Gembe 
Lay-Leader 
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VISIONING FOR THE FUTURE OF MESSIAH UMC 

In the next few weeks, we will be hosting Kay Kotan, Director of 
Equipping Vital Congregations for the Susquehanna 
Conference, to address future outreach strategies for Messiah 
UMC. Kay has been looking at the demographics of the area 
around MUMC, and desires to share with us her findings. 

You are all invited to come to this event, but I especially 
encourage all Church Council members, members of our various 
committees, and our young adults (I’ll define that as 45 years old 
or less 😊😊) to attend. We are still determining the best date for this 
event, which will be held in our Parish Hall. 

If you would like to learn more about Kay Kotan, google 
susumc.org and look for information about Equipping Vital 
Congregations. You can also google her name and see some of 
the works she has had published about church growth. Thank 
you! 

-Pastor Bob 

 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 

reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 

 Words spoken in love need no interpreter. 

 A child of the King of Kings should bear a 

family likeness. 

 Grace is getting what we do not deserve; 

mercy is not getting what we do deserve. 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

Recently, Pastor Mike Brossman of Calvary United Methodist 
Church and I sat down to begin the planning of 2019 Young 
People’s Ministry Council youth leadership retreat.  

In the planning of that retreat we were revisiting some previously 
used material. Let’s just say Mike is a packrat! He opened a 
random file cabinet and pulled out extra copies of handouts, 
overhead projector sheets, and event evaluation forms from 
1995. And there it was, an evaluation form with my name from 
one of the first youth events/retreats I attended. We had a good 
laugh -- I wanted comfier chairs.  

As I think back about that shy, quiet, little girl who first started in 
youth group, it’s amazing to me that I’m doing the job I do. It is 
only because of the love and support of my church family 
growing up that I developed the confidence and leadership 
skills to speak in front of people, and work with youth who are 
just like I was.  

So thank you to Pastor Mike Brossman, Karen and Todd Magee, Bruce Rogers, and all the other youth leaders 
who saw in me what I couldn’t see in myself: leadership potential. Without them I wouldn’t be in my job 
today. I hope and pray that I can pass it on by inspiring the youth I work with to do more of the same. 

-Breanne Brunner 

 

 

  

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 
deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. 
If you prefer, please see me and I 

will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

If you have something to contribute 
to the newsletter, you can email me 
at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com 

or drop a note in the newsletter 
mailbox at the church by Jan. 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner at 
bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

Jan 6th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm Calvary 
 

Jan 13th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm Calvary 
 

Jan 14th  Youth Council 7pm Calvary 
 

Jan 16th  WOW 6pm Messiah 
 

Jan 20th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm Calvary 
 

Jan 23rd  WOW 6pm Messiah 
 

Jan 27th  
 

Youth Sunday at both services 8am and 10:30am @ Calvary 
 

Jan 30th  WOW 6pm Messiah 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

King of My Heart – John Mark & Sarah McMillan 

https://bit.ly/2cnkU76 

LAY MEMBERS NEEDED 

The SUSUMC Annual Conference will be held at 
Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, May 30-
June 1, 2019. 

If you would like to attend as a Lay Member at 
Large and you do not serve as any of the following: 
District Representative, Elected lay member or 
alternative representing your church, a Certified 
Lay Minister or attending conference conference 
due to some other lay leadership role, please 
contact the District Office no later than January 18, 
2019. 

Calvary is looking to put a team 
together for a mission trip to 

Wilmington NC for summer 2019. 
Any ages 14+ and skill levels are 
welcome. If you are interested in 

going or for more information 
please contact Breanne Brunner at 

bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org. 

https://bit.ly/2cnkU76
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Douglas March 
JoAnne Shearer 
 

4 Joshua Graver 
 

5 Michael Quickel 
 

6 Barbara Gemmill 
 

7 Patrice Poet 
 

8 Deborah Rutter 
Diane Poff 
Kaleb Stough 
Natalie Graver 
 

9 Vicky Salisbury 
 

10 Lorraine Shindler 
Terry Waltersdorff 
 

11 Coletta Weichert 
 

16 Charles Bowman  
Eugene Frey 
 

17 Levi Christy 
 

19 Peggy Wisotzkey 
Ralph Patterson 
 

20 Matthew Hartman 
 

21 William Eyster II 
Theodore McQuerrey 
 

25 Matt Fishel 
Jared Hartman 
 

28 Marguerite Cleaver 
Madilyn Collins 
Zachary Foller 
Larue Olson 
 

31 Justin Eveler 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Bob and Carol Peel 

  5 Karen and Don Lehr 

 22 Sterling and Carol Miller 

 29 Jimmy and Stephanie Christy 

MINISTRY MATTERS 

While looking to find some content to fill some 
space in the newsletter, I came across the website 
Ministry Matters linked from the main United 
Methodist Church website. 

I was immediately struck by the quality of content 
on the site and encourage you to explore it. 

Below is an excerpt from “Border Crossing: A New 
Face/Una Nueva Cara” by Maribel Vazquez, a 
pastor with the Rio Texas Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 

In that moment, several questions came to my 
mind and my heart: Why am I here? What can I do 
or say that reflects the light of Christ in this moment 
of darkness? As a ray of light, the idea came to 
me to ask one of the women held in a nearby 
cage, one with sad eyes: “Can I pray for you?” 
When she heard me, her face brightened, and 
other women drew close, and we prayed, 
recognizing that they were not alone—that our 
loving Father walks with them and will accompany 
them to the freedom they seek. And their faces 
were filled with light and joy. 

Read the whole essay here. 

MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9419/border-crossing-a-new-faceuna-nueva-cara
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9419/border-crossing-a-new-faceuna-nueva-cara
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/9419/border-crossing-a-new-faceuna-nueva-cara
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