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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, 
and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 
Church 
1300 N. Beaver Street 
York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 
Pastor 

Rev. Owen H. Walter 
Visitation Pastor 

Jan Frey 
Organist 

Vicky Salisbury 
Choir Director 

Beth Green 
Administrative Assistant 

Laura Graver 
Treasurer 

Liz Berger 
Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 
Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 
Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 
Fax: 717-854-0427 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 
 

 

Our Pastor’s Message: 

“Through Jesus…let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise- the fruit of lips 
that confess his name.”  Hebrews 13:15 

As we begin the month of November, we head into a time of emphasis on 
thanksgiving. Our God is a good God who cares for his children as a hen her chicks 
and a shepherd his sheep. It is time to corporately recount and recall the many 
blessings bestowed upon us, even as we deal with adversities as well. We must 
remember that, even though things get tough in certain aspects of life, we are still 
blessed beyond imagination. Let’s just start with the basics. We have a roof over our 
heads. There is food in the pantry and clothes in the closet. We have family members 
and friends who lift our hearts and help us carry our load. You may be blessed with a 
pet that makes things more pleasant for you each day. And, mostly, as Christians we 
have the promises of God in Christ Jesus to fill us and give us great hope. THANKS BE 
TO GOD! 

We are commended to give thanks this November. We can do that both to God 
and others. We can write a note or email of thanks to someone for how they have 
blessed our lives. Maybe we can pick one or two people to be recipients of a thank 
you message from us. We can also verbalize our thanks by telling someone how 
grateful we are for them. Target someone for that blessing. We can give a gift of 
thanksgiving to someone- something tangible that they can use.  We need to take 
time to thank God for everything he has done for us. We should do that every day, 
not just in November! 

We live in very cynical times, and it is easy to get caught up in that to the point that 
we Christians can be no different than the world around us. We can lose our ability 
to see all that we have. That’s not a good thing. May we have eyes to see how 
much we have been blessed, and the heart to give a holy “shout out” to the Lord! 

Sunday morning worship this November would be a great time to connect with God 
in thanksgiving. Personal devotions are also a blessed time to offer a sacrifice of 
praise. Small group experiences can give opportunity to share praises for all the Lord 
has done. The Apostle James declared, “Every good and perfect gift comes from 
above, from the Father of lights with whom there is no shadow due to change.”  
Acknowledge that fact this November, my friends, and be grateful. 
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Messiah’s Monthly Messenger 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Bob 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

WOW (Wonderful Outreach Wednesdays) 

We have been continuing to enjoy our Wednesday evenings 
growing and learning together. The preschool and elementary 
children have been doing an awesome job memorizing and 
practicing applying the 10 Commandments.  

Meal at 6:00 
Lesson from 6:45-7:45 

Our November evenings will be: 
November 7 
November 14 
November 28 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

This month, grades K-6 will have lessons during the church 
time on the following Sundays: 
November 11 
November 25 

During the other Sundays, busy bags and reading materials 
are available. 

THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST 

Please join us on November 18 at 9:00am for the annual 
Turkey Talk breakfast where all age groups share 
messages of Thanksgiving with us. Breakfast is generously 
prepared and served by the Hospitality Committee. 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO MESSIAH UMW 

They did it again! Messiah UMW has been recognized for the 21st 
year as a Five Star Unit. In order to receive this award the unit 
needs to have met its pledge to mission, recognized persons with 
special mission recognitions, given gifts in memory and gifts to 
mission and, with the generous support from our congregation, 
contributed to the World Thank Offering. Way to go, ladies. 

ALSO, Messiah UMW was recognized as a Mission Today Unit for 
the 18th year. Keep up the good work! 
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MISSION CENTRAL “HUB” 

Thanking all of you for the infant sleepers donated 
for the baby kits. On Tuesday, Nov. 6, you're 
welcome to join Bob and Carol Peel and travel to 
the Hub for a workday--well afternoon, really--1PM -
3ishPM. we'll leave from the church@12:30PM and 
travel to York 4th UMC. Please call us at 717-757-
5617 if you want to come along. 

The big push right now is flood buckets--that's hardly 
a surprise! Let's collect an item or two this month to 
help in this kit. 

WE NEED: 
- Non-aerosol air fresheners (GLADE solid, etc.) in 4-8 
oz. size 
- Non-aerosol insect repellant (brand of choice) in 6-
14 oz. size 

Place these items in the collection bin by the west 
entrance. 

       

FALL FUNDRAISER REPORT 

The Fundraising Committee was pleasantly surprised at how 
well this Fundraiser went over. This report needed to be 
submitted before the pick-up date so no profit report is 
available BUT I can tell you that as of Friday October 19 we 
had orders for 167 Apple Dumplings, 78 quarts of Chicken 
Corn Soup, and 51 containers of Pulled Pork BBQ and still 
have 2 more days to take orders! 

THANK YOU all who purchased and/or helped make these 
items. Our Apples (Empire) were purchased from Chronister 
Orchards. 

-Submitted by Sue Miley & committee members Connie 
Kepner, Susie Hartman,& Chuck Gembe 
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HAYSHIRE ELEMENTARY BACKPACK PROGRAM 

There are some children in our community that only receive meals 
at school, when they leave school for the weekend, they may not 
be sure when they will get their next meal.  

We are partnering with Hayshire UCC for the Backpack Program at 
Hayshire Elementary. We need volunteers (3-4 each week), to help 
pack backpacks at Hayshire Elementary School with items for 
students to bring home with them over the weekend. It should take 
around a half hour to pack all the backpacks, and will be 
completed Tuesday evenings at 6:15pm. We are alternating 
months with Hayshire UCC, we have the month of December. We 
need volunteers on December 4, 11 and 18 at 6:15 in the evening 
at Hayshire Elementary School. 

If you are interested, please see Laura Graver or contact the 
church office. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Hannah Rishel and Andrew Goldberg on their marriage 
October 20 in Middleboro, MA. 

Hannah is the daughter of Messiah member Roberta Rishel and the late 
Gregg Rishel. Andrew is the son of Kelly Fox and Alan Goldberg. 

IN FLANDERS FIELDS 

"In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields." 

-  Colonel John McRae 

November 11th - Veteran's Day in America, Armistice Day, 1918, Remembered 



   

  Page 5 of 10 
   

 

RESPONSE REPORT 

The October 2018 response magazine covers significantly varied issues. The cover 
pictures a woman who is one of the Sunlit Sisters of Korea. These are women who 
were the “comfort women” (sex workers) of the Korean War. They are old now, 
and the Sunlit Sisters Center was started by a Korean seminary student to provide 
a safe place where the women could come together and find help and peace. 

On a much happier note, the Bible Study “The Song of Miriam”, shows us the 
creativity and joy women leaders can bring to praising God. Also a group of 
United Methodist Women members made an Ubuntu Journey to Portugal. These 
trips help our understanding of cultural diversity. Ubuntu focuses on relationships, 
shared experience and mutuality. 

There’s an article on the importance of stemming climate change at the source, how UM Women is calling on 
companies like Chevron to cut methane emissions and protect vulnerable communities. It points out what we 
as activists, can do. And we can read response, and respond. 

-Inga Miller   

Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 
ROUND THE CLOCK DINER RT. 30 
at 8:00 AM 
 
November 3 
December 1 

 

 

 

Prayer Breakfast 
Astoria Diner, 1900 W Market St 
in West York at 8:00 AM 
 
November 15 
December 20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MEN HAVE MOVED! 

Attention Men of Messiah and ladies who like to join them. The 
First Saturday of the month Men's Breakfasts will be held at Round 
the Clock Diner on Rt. 30 (North York) for the rest of 2018 instead 
of Old Country Buffet as formerly noted. Meeting time for 
breakfast is 8:00 AM. 

NORMANDIE RIDGE AUXILIARY 

It’s approaching that time of year to renew your membership (or become a 
new member) for the Normandie Ridge Auxiliary. The auxiliary supports the 
needs of the residents and is an outreach to missions for the home.  I will be in 
the parlor the months of December and January to collect your membership 
contribution which is $5.00. Thank you for supporting the auxiliary.  

Blessings,  
Sue Hartman 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

Two things some to mind for November:  Thanksgiving and Football. 
This month’s column is a little different. It is something I saw in the 
York Dispatch and made me think that even famous people have 
been influenced by someone or something. Here’s what a famous 
football player had to say. 

Terrell Owens, member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, 
Ohio, learned a valuable lesson at a young age from the most 
influential person in his life.  

Growing up in a poor family in Alabama, Owens had a difficult 
childhood and was often lonely. He was raised by his grandmother 
and his single mother, who spent much of her time working double 

shifts to support her children.  

“’I’ve always listened and learned a lot from my grandmother 
and how she lived her life and how she wanted me to live my 
life,” Owens told The Associated Press about Alice Black, who 
died of Alzheimer’s disease in 2012. “No matter what people say 
about you good, bad or indifferent, you just have to believe in 
yourself. And when you have belief in the man above, knowing 
you’re not perfect, the people who walk this earth aren’t 
perfect either and if you start to pass judgment and start to 
believe things about people who you don’t know personally, 
then that’s really a reflection of yourself.  

Early in my career I had self-esteem issues. I had to get out of 
that and understand that you have to believe in yourself in order 
to progress in order to do anything in your life. I’m very proud of 
how my grandmother raised me.” 

-Deb Firebaugh 

 

 

  

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 
deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. 
If you prefer, please see me and I 

will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

Only A Grandma 

...can be filled with such kindness 

... can love with such a big heart 

... can be such a blessed soul 

and 

... can give such great wisdom 

that will last a whole lifetime. 

If you have something to contribute 
to the newsletter, you can email me 
at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com 

or drop a note in the newsletter 
mailbox at the church by Nov. 20! 
All creative ideas are welcome! 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, 
please contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner 
at bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

Nov 4       Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

Nov 7       WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

Nov 11     Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

Nov 12     Youth Council Meeting 7 pm  

Nov 14     WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah    

Nov 18     Youth Group 5:30-7 pm 

Nov 25     No Youth Group – Happy Thanksgiving 
 

 

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

HANDBELL CHOIR will resume ringing in November. We will rehearse Nov. 5, 
12, 19, and 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room and prepare to play during the 
Advent season. Call or text Vicky Salisbury for more info: (717)891-2584. 

PRESCHOOL PRAISERS will sing in worship on November 3rd. JOYFUL JUNIORS 
will sing in worship on November 17th. 

SANCTUARY CHOIR will be presenting their annual Christmas cantata in 
worship on Sunday, December 16th. We love having extra singers for this 
special time! See Vicky Salisbury or any choir member if you are interested.  

ALL SINGERS are invited to participate in the ONE VOICE COMMUNITY 
CHOIR, a local group that strives to build unity through community and song. 
Rehearsals on Sundays 4:00-5:30 p.m. at Calvary UMC, 11 N. Richland Ave, 
York, PA. Performance of "Christmas is Forever" will be at MESSIAH UMC on 
Sunday, December 9th at 6:00 p.m. For more info, contact Linda Cross at 
(508)341-7082 or lcross11@gmail.com. 

CHILDREN/YOUTH (Grades 3-10) - Do you like to sing? Act? Dance? Or all 
three? Come join the AGAPE LEAGUE! Rehearsals are Thursdays 5:30-6:30 
p.m. beginning November 1st @ Calvary UMC, 11 N. Richland Ave, York, PA. 
Performance will be Saturday, February 23rd. For more info, email Stephanie 
Cross @ cross.sm.007@gmail.com. 

-Vicky Salisbury 

Calvary is looking to put a team 
together for a mission trip to 

Wilmington NC for summer 2019. Any 
ages 14+ and skill levels are welcome. 

If you are interested in going or for 
more information please contact 

Breanne Brunner at 
bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org. 

mailto:cross.sm.007@gmail.com
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  HEIFER INTERNATIONAL SALES 

Since Messiah is not having a Fall Festival this year, where many of you 
would purchase your Heifer International animal gift shares, Heifer gift 
sales will be available in the Parlor after services in December. 

Heifer International works with communities to increase income, 
improve child nutrition, care for the Earth, and ultimately end world 
hunger and poverty. 

Stop by the Parlor after services on December 2, 9, 16, and 23 and 
select a meaningful gift to give a loved one and help children and 
families around the world receive training and animal gifts that help 
them become self-reliant. 

COME ONE, COME ALL! 

Join the United Methodist Women (by the way, all females reading this ARE 
United Methodist Women) on Monday, November 19, 2018 @ 7:00 PM for 
an enlightening discussion of  HEALTHY EATING. We will gather  in the 
second floor meeting room. And I suspect there will be some healthy (and 
maybe some not-so healthy) food to enjoy.   

Lauren Musser, a nutritionist from Memorial Hospital will provide an 
interesting program. Mark your calendar now to learn about a healthy 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS 

Unless someone volunteers to take over the Giant and Weis grocery 
card sales, the last sales will be December 30. The Gembes regret 
this move since they have been chairing this program for 12 years. 
The grocery card program was started by the Joy Class and Enola 
Briggs sold cards for many years. 

The sales have dwindled the past few years. We thank our loyal ten 
remaining customers who still buy cards, but most weeks we have 
only two to four customers. 

Over the past 12 years over $18,000 has been earned for our church, 
its activities, and needy families. Some of the projects you have 
contributed to are the church budget, furnace boiler, Holy Ground, 
Mission Central, The WELL, Sew 'n' Sows, Messiah's Food Pantry, York 
City Day Camp, and the hall carpet. 

If you want gift cards for Christmas giving this year, please order by 
or before Dec. 2.  
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✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 

reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 
 Prayer is talking to our best friend. 

 God often uses a setback to move us ahead. 

 The God who holds the universe is the God who’s holding you. 

LIBRARY CORNER 

New series in the Adult section of the Library by Richard Paul Evans: 

 Book # 1 The Walk 
 Book # 2 Miles to Go 
 Book # 3 The Road to Grace 
 Book # 4 A Step of Faith 
 Book # 5 Walking on Water 

What would you do if you lost everything – your job, your home, and the love of 
your life – All at the same time?  When it happens to Seattle Ad Executive, Alan 
Christoffersen, he’s tempted by his darkest thoughts.  Instead he decides to take 
a walk. But not any ordinary walk. Taking with him his barest of essentials, Alan 
leaves behind all that he’s known and heads for the farthest point on his map: 
Key West Florida. 

The people he encounters along the way, and the lessons they share with him, will save his life 
and inspire yours. A life changing journey, both physical and spiritual. 

Donated by Leanne Dacheux and read by Sue Miley before processing for you all. 
Sign out at least 2 books at a time – easy reading. Currently located on the Library Desk. 
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 NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Lee Barnhart 
 

2 Shaunna Hartman 
Richard Kerns III 
 

4 Rachel Oerman 

5 John Firebaugh 
 

8 Linda Fetrow 
Mary Lou Fishel 
 

9 Leanne Dacheux  
Judy Newton 
 

10 David March 
 

12 William Kepner 
Leah Firebaugh 
 

17 Holly Inners 
 

18 Karen Lehr 
 

19 Judith Martin 
 
 

21 Matthew Davis 
 

22 Jarrod Haar 
Mason Brunner 
 

23 Mary Young 
 

25 Bonnie Galloway 
 

26 Thelma Kauffman 

 NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 Barry & Judy Martin 

 7 Mike & Deb Quickel 

 24 Mike & Judy Rutter 

 29 Bill & Pat Eyster 

 
MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 
office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 
Call the church office at 717-843-4574. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nov. 3: United Methodist Men Prayer Breakfast/Meeting 
Nov. 4: Youth Group @ Calvary 
Nov. 6: Mission Central Hub 
Nov. 7: WOW 
Nov. 11: Youth Group @ Calvary 
Nov. 12: Youth Council Meeting 
Nov. 14: WOW 
Nov. 15: United Methodist Men Prayer Breakfast 
Nov. 18: Thanksgiving Breakfast 
Nov. 18: Youth Group @ Calvary 
Nov. 19: United Methodist Women 
Nov. 28: WOW 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Oh to be Loved – Page CXVI 

https://goo.gl/2YpJ6X 

NOVEMBER LITURGISTS 

November 4 
Carol Peel 

November 11 
(Veterans Sunday) 

Eric Savary 

November 18 
(Thank Offering) 

United Methodist Women 

November 25 
Judy Martin 

https://goo.gl/2YpJ6X
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