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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, 

and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 

Church 

1300 N. Beaver Street 

York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 

Pastor 

Rev. Owen H. Walter 

Visitation Pastor 

Jan Frey 

Organist 

Vicky Salisbury 

Choir Director 

Beth Green 

Administrative Assistant 

Liz Berger 

Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 

Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 

Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 

Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 

Fax: 717-854-0427 

Email: 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

Web: 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 

 
 

Our Pastor’s Message: 

…”be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”   Romans 12:2 

Find Time for God 

Hello to all in the Messiah Church family!  We have embarked upon the autumn 

season of 2018.  September is in the books and October presents both the beauty 

of the changing colors and the reminder that time marches on.  Fall schedules are 

abuzz with activity.  We are consumed at times with simply “getting through” as 

best we can.  With that in mind, I want to encourage us with this article to find time 

in October to be personally with the Lord.  

I can hear it now!  “Oh pastor, easy for you to do and say, but you don’t know my 

time constraints!”  True enough, however, I want to encourage you to find the 

niche of time to listen to God.  Years ago when I took a brief sabbatical from the 

duties of pastor for personal renewal, I was struck with the fact that my thought life 

had gotten away from me into some deep pockets of cynicism and despair.  I was 

reminded of just how important our thought life is to our overall fitness, both 

physically and spiritually.  By the end of the month that I had taken off, I had 

recaptured some flows of thinking and faith that I now cherish.  Our connection 

with the Father through Christ Jesus is tremendously important to the transformation 

of our thinking and our motivations.  We as Christians must be in an on-going 

process of growth that prepares us for spiritual fitness. 

What I also found was that as I reduced the intake of secular media and 

entertainment, and used some of that time to be with God, I heard God more 

clearly than I had in a long time.  He helped my faith and outlook through that 

process, but it took some purging of old patterns.  He balanced out my fears with 

the radical hope of the gospel.  It was a life-flow of grace, peace and perspective.  

You and I need a fresh word of grace, truth and peace from our God regularly.  

The scriptures tell us that God will “quiet us with his love.”  When he does, Jesus can 

transform us into a deeper likeness of himself.  Our attitudes and motives change.  

Find time for God.  He has given us so much in Christ. 
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Grace and peace, 

Pastor Bob 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

WOW 

Wow, it was great to see so many new and returning faces to 

our Wednesday evening program! Please consider joining us 

for a meal at 6:00pm and lessons and activities from 6:45-

7:45pm. The preschool and elementary group will be 

discussing the 10 Commandments.  

Here are our October meeting dates: 

October 3 

October 10 

October 17 

October 24 

 

DISCIPLE TOWN 

We will have Disciple Town for children in 

grades K-6 during these weeks in 

October: 

October 14 

October 21 

October 28 

  

THANK YOU! 

Many thanks to the greeters Sunday morning at the west 

entrance of Messiah: Matt, Rob, Barry and Jeffrey. 

They greet, offer the "word"  of the day, hand out paper with 

scripture, and escort the handicapped. 

In inclement weather, they also provide umbrella service. 

Blessings to all. 
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MISSION CENTRAL “HUB” 

The kit being assembled this month is for use with 

newborn to 9 month old babies. We're asked to donate 

sleepers--Snap closures, buttons, or ribbon closures are 

acceptable; with feet or without, handmade or bought. 

No previously worn or washed ones. 

Place your donation in the container by the West 

entrance. 

Correcting a previously misstated opportunity note: Our 

first trip to the York Hub to help assemble kits will take 

place on Tuesday November 6th, meeting at church at 

12:30--travel to site at 4th UMC, working from 1-4 PM. All 

are welcome as able. 

The recent storm in the south helps highlight the work of 

Mission Central. Needed supplies have already been 

gathered and are ready to ship! 

Questions can be directed to Bob and Carol Peel. 

THE SACRED SPACE OF GRIEF AND HOPE 

The Sacred Space of Grief and Hope is the topic for the Messiah UMW meeting in October. There are many 

kinds of grieving and we all have to deal with them and learn to cope.  

Join us for a discussion on coping and dealing with grief on Monday, October 15 at 7:00 PM in the second 

floor meeting room. Pastor Bob and others will share with the group. Janet Shaffer, Dot Mundis, and Pat 

Eyster will serve as hostesses. Light refreshments will be provided. 
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FALL FUNDRAISER 

There will not be a Fall Festival this year - we are trying 

something new. 

The Fundraising committee will be selling Pulled Pork BBQ, 

Chicken Corn Soup, & Apple Dumplings. You must pre-order 

by October 21. You may pay for and pick up your order on 

Saturday October 27 between 11 am and 1 pm.  

Container of Pulled BBQ Pork: $5.00 (see sample of size at 

signup area) 

Quart of Chicken Corn Soup: $5.00 

Apple Dumpling: $3.00 

The sign-up sheets will go up in the Narthex on Monday, 

October 1.  

We will need help making the Apple Dumplings on Friday, 

October 26. Please let Beth Green in the office know if you’re 

willing to help. Proceeds will go towards special projects. 

Recap:  

Sign-up sheet up on October 1 

Pre-order by October 21 

Pay & Pick–up on Saturday October 27 between 11 & 1 

 
October’s Party by George Cooper 
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RESPONSE REPORT 

The September 2018 issue of response is an exciting reporting of the United 

Methodist Women Assembly in Columbus, Ohio May 18-20. More than 6000 UM 

Women members and supporters gathered for this “Power of Bold” Assembly. The 

articles cover the Assembly so well and with so much information, that we can feel 

the flavor and the contents and the information of the various workshops, worship 

events, the consecration of Deaconesses and Home Missioners, and so much 

more. I urge you to pick up a response and read all about it – I think you’ll be glad 

you did. 

-Inga Miller   

Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 

ROUND THE CLOCK DINER RT. 30 

at 8:00 AM 

 

October 6 

November 3 

December 1 

 

 

 

Prayer Breakfast 

Astoria Diner, 1900 W Market St 

in West York at 8:00 AM 

 

October 18 

November 15 

December 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MEN HAVE MOVED! 

Attention Men of Messiah and ladies who like to join them.  

The First Saturday of the month Men's Breakfasts will be held 

at Round the Clock Diner on Rt. 30 (North York) for the rest of 

2018 instead of Old Country Buffet as formerly noted.  

Meeting time for breakfast is 8:00 AM. 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR YORK GIVING 

LifePath Christian Ministries and Catholic Harvest Food Pantry are 

sponsoring York Giving.  York Giving anticipates distributing around 

2,000 Thanksgiving meal boxes to families in need in York County.  The 

boxes include a turkey and all the trimmings for a complete 

Thanksgiving meal.   

Donations of the following items are needed and will be collected until 

October 28th. Please place these items in the collection boxes located 

the West and East entrances of the church: 

- Gravy (glass jars only) 

- Boxed desserts (brownie mix, cake mix, lemon squares, etc.) 

Your generosity is appreciated! 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

This month’s submission comes from Dee Gembe! 

Thank you for sharing your story, Dee!  

I am thankful to God that I was raised in a 

Christian home.  We attended church Sunday 

morning and evening, Sunday School, 

Wednesday evening prayer meetings, and were 

involved in church activities.  I was confirmed 

after catechize classes and accepted Jesus “in 

my head.” 

When I was a senior in high school, I read a book 

from the church library about a young woman in 

the mission field.  I asked myself:   What chance 

do I have to get into heaven when I’ve done 

nothing like that?  I knew something was missing. 

A friend at school mentioned her church was having 

revival services each evening that week and she invited 

me to attend.  At one of those services, I accepted 

Jesus into my heart and endeavored to grow in Him 

with the help of encouragement at church and 

Christian groups when I went off to college.  My 

Christian growth can be attributed to many people and 

things – family, Sunday School teachers, Christian 

friends, Bible reading, devotional guides and more. 

My prayer is that you have accepted Jesus not just in 

your head but in your heart. 

-Dee Gembe 

 

 

  

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 

deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. 

If you prefer, please see me and I 

will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

 

Check out these fashionable ladies from the 

September United Methodist Women 

meeting! 

Notice anything “special” about their dresses? 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com
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60th ANNIVERSARY 

A big thank you to everyone who helped to make the 60th Anniversary Celebration a big success! 

Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate, helped to organize, assisted with the delicious luncheon, 

and everyone that came and participated! Here’s to another 60!  
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please 

contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner at 

bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

Youth Calendar  

Oct 3rd        WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah  

Oct 7th        Youth Group 5:30-7 pm @ Calvary  

Oct 8th        Youth Council 7 pm @ Calvary   

Oct 10th      WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah 

Oct 14th      Crop Walk  

Oct 17th      WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah 

Oct 21st       No Youth Group  

Oct 24th      WOW 6-8 pm @ Messiah 

Oct 28th      Halloween Parade after worship  

 

OCTOBER LITURGISTS 

October 7 

(World Wide Communion) 

Rob Green 

October 14 

Liz Kepner 

October 21  

Sharon Wetzel 

October 28 

George Kelbaugh 

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

ANNIVERSARY CHOIR!  

A BIG THANK YOU to those who participated in Messiah's 60th 

Anniversary Celebration Worship Service on Sunday, September 

30th and lifted their voices in praise and thanksgiving for 60 great 

years!  

-Vicky Salisbury 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org
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If you have something to contribute 

to the newsletter, you can email me 

at elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com 

or drop a note in the newsletter 

mailbox at the church by Oct. 20! 

All creative ideas are welcome! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct. 1: Fall Fundraiser starts 

Oct. 13: Normandie Ridge Auxiliary 26th Annual Anniversary 

Celebration 

Oct. 15: United Methodist Women Meeting 

Oct. 20: Painting Party 

Nov. 6: Mission Central Hub 

 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 

reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 
 In creation we see God’s hand; in redemption we see God’s heart. 

 If we know that God’s hand is in everything, we can leave 

everything in God’s hand. 

 You may give without loving, but you can’t love without giving. 

PAINTING PARTY AT MESSIAH UMC! 

Want to have some fun learning to paint the  

OneStroke method? 

We’ll be painting something for the fall! Maybe a pumpkin 

or two OR fall flowers! Come out and join me! 

Instructor: Beth Green, Elite OSCI 

Come join me on Saturday, October 20, 2018 

Starting at 9:30 am till 12:00 noon 

Messiah United Methodist Church 

1300 N. Beaver Street 

York, PA 17404 

Cost: $25.00 (paint/brushes & supplies included) 

Signup sheet at the west entrance or email: 

bbrushstrokecreations@gmail.com 

Class size limited to 15 people. 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/kepnerea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/bbrushstrokecreations@gmail.com
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 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

1 Delores Runkle 
 

James Christy 

 

2 Diane Jacobs 
 

Pastor Bob Vizthum 

 

4 Forrest Christy 

 

5 Kathy Eveler 
 

Kaylee Stuart 

 

8 Jordan Christy 

 

9 Sarah Berger 

 

10 Dominik Olson 

 

 

 

 

11 Jan Frey 

 

13 Susan Hartman 
 

Leslie (Skip) Wisotzkey III 

 

14 Troy Foller 
 

Jack Ketterman 

 

15 Anne Coe** 

 

16 Pat Eyster 
 

Okles Sacarellos 

 

17 Tony Patrizio 

 

19  Amber Dellinger 
 

Jean Phillips 

20 Steve Poff 

 

 

22 Betty Haines 

 

25 Kristin Gembe 
 

Lexie Shearer 

 

26 James Shindler 
 

Jackson Loring 

 

27 Thomas Inners 

 

28 Janet Cole 
 

Brittany Geesey 

 

29 Joyce Potts 
 

Howard Thomas 
 

Brittany Troshak 

 

30 Danielle Olson 
 

 Judy Rutter 

 OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

6 Jim & Lorraine Shindler 

 

7 Josh & Mandy Stuart 

 

10 Matt & Mary Lou Fishel 

 

11 Jerry & Cathy Smith 

 

14 Gary & Nancy Boyd 

 

18 Craig & Marcia Shindler 

 

23 Jim & Linda Fetrow 

 

MISSED BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 

office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574.

*Denotes shut-in 

 

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

It Is Well – Kristene DiMarco 

https://goo.gl/SyK4qH 

https://goo.gl/SyK4qH

