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Our Mission is: “To Know Christ, To Grow in Christ, and to Show Christ” 

 

Messiah United Methodist 

Church 

1300 N. Beaver Street 

York PA 17404 

Robert A. Vizthum 

Pastor 

Rev. Owen H. Walter 

Visitation Pastor 

Jan Frey 

Organist 

Vicky Salisbury 

Choir Director 

Beth Green 

Administrative Assistant 

Liz Berger 

Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator 

Breanne Brunner 

Youth Coordinator 

Charlie Bowman 

Custodian 

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM 

Sunday School: 9:15 AM 

Telephone: 717-843-4574 

Fax: 717-854-0427 

Email: 

messiah@yorkmessiahumc.org 

Web: 

www.yorkmessiahumc.org 

 
 

Our Pastor’s Message: 

“Your Word is a lamp for my feet, and a light for my path.”  Psalm 119:105 

Greetings to you as we greet the month of May in all its splendor and beauty. 

It’s a welcome sight and feeling after the extended winter of 2018!  Hallelujah!! 

As we marvel at the majesty of springtime and the blooms of spring, we see the 

majesty and glory of God and are in awe at His creative genius. God is brilliant!  

He is truly awesome!  The month of May declares these things. Praise His name!  

Yes, there are other aspects of nature that are not so kind. That is duly noted. 

But in a fallen world such as ours, it is what it is. Yet, what shines forth, even in 

our fallen state, is the glory of God in the glory of springtime!  What a glimpse of 

heaven He gives us each spring! 

The month of May is also one of our “light” months in terms of the amount of 

daylight we have for our various functions of life. This reminds us that our God is 

the source of all light by which we see, whether it be the power of the sun in 

nature, the power of electricity and gas, or the power of faith in the “Son” of 

God. God is our light, and “in Him there is no darkness at all.”  By faith we 

receive His light to guide us each day of our lives. His light comes through the 

Word of God and through the Holy Spirit within us, in Jesus’ precious name. 

Through the issues and challenges of life that confront us each day, the Bible 

assures us that divine guidance and wisdom come through the “Word” and 

through the grace of God in Christ. 

Be in God’s Word regularly, my friends, so that we can be grounded in Him and 

have His mind concerning the subjects of life. Be formed, shaped and molded 

by God’s Word for this present time of darkness we find ourselves living within. 

We need His daily light to overcome cultural darkness. Remember the words of 

Proverbs 3:5-6- “Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not upon your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 

paths.”  Opinions are a “dime a dozen”, but the Word of God stands forever. 

I pray that you can seize moments God gives you to study, reflect and pray. 

God uses those times to speak to hearts at peace. Take some time to turn off 

the gadgets and focus on God’s Word. You and your loved ones will be glad 

you did! 

Go with God, 

Pastor Bob 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

As another church season unfolds, it has been 

awesome to continue to see great things happening 

here at church in so many ways. While Messiah 

church has felt like home for me for all of my life, 

since working here, I am able to observe so many 

more good things about our special place of 

worship. While I can always learn more, I am truly 

fortunate to now understand lots of behind the 

scenes details that come together to keep our 

physical location safe and beautiful and our 

emotional space thriving. I see so many inspiring 

Christian leaders at Messiah who do a phenomenal 

job of living out their faith every day. Thank you for 

continuing to inspire me and supporting our children 

in their spiritual growth here at Messiah and far 

beyond our church property.  

Blessings, 

Liz Berger 

 

EVENTS 

May 5 – Camp Penn Work Day 

Please bring your own lunch and drink. We will meet at 

Camp Penn (8005 Old Forge Road, Waynesboro) at 

10:00am. -Joe Sprenkle  

May 13 – Muffins with Mom  

Breakfast and crafts during SS for children 

May 13 – Children and Youth Lead Worship 

June 9 – Mission Central Work Day 

DISCIPLETOWN 

We will have Disciple Town on these Sundays in May: 

May 20 

May 27 
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GRADUATION SUNDAY – JUNE 3RD 

We would love to celebrate your graduation from 

school! This year, we will honor students graduating 

from as many levels as possible: preschool, 

elementary school, middle school, high school, 

college, technical school, and graduate programs. If 

you are graduating or would like to honor a graduate 

in your family, please drop off a hard copy of the 

following items or send the following information to Liz 

Berger at eberger@yorkmessiahumc.org: 

Graduate Name 

Graduation Date 

Program Completed 

Future Plans (if applicable) 

Photograph of Graduate 

There will be a graduate reception in the form of an outdoor breakfast during SS and graduates will be 

recognized during church. Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thanks to Beth, Mindy, Leanne for cleaning out the resource room closet on 

the second floor landing. These ladies did a phenomenal job on Saturday April 

14th, making this closet less cluttered and more accessible for everyone. 

Thanks again!  

Also, the youth from Calvary and Pleasureville lead by Breanne Brunner did a 

fantastic job of cleaning up and organizing several areas of the church. They 

were also doing all this hard work in the middle of their fast for World Vision’s 

30 Hour Famine. Way to go! 

 

HANDBELL PLAYERS! 

ATTENTION HANDBELL PLAYERS! We are planning to perform on Pentecost 

Sunday – May 20th. Rehearsals will take place on the following Mondays 

at 7:00 p.m. – April 23, April 30, May 6, May 13. Please let Vicky know if you 

can play. Thanks. 

-Vicky Salisbury 

 



   

  Page 4 of 13 

   

 

   

WORK DAY 

A big thank you to those who helped 

with the Messiah UMC Work Day! Your 

service is so appreciated! 

Check out this sweet 

picture of our young 

worshippers! 

Thanks for sharing, Laura 

Graver! 
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COOKING FOR A CROWD 

Want to know how to cook for a crowd? The USDA 

will be at Messiah UMC on May 2nd at 6pm in the 

Parish Hall to show you how to safely cook for a 

crowd. Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin 

board outside the office. 

response REPORT 

The smiling face of a young girl in Brazil greets us on the cover of 

the April 2018 response, which highlights Supporting Women, 

Children and Youth in Brazil. In a poignant and revealing article 

about the Guarani-Kaiowa indigenous people in Dourados, 

Brazil, we are made aware of the fact that they have many 

challenges and difficulties. The current coordinator of Tapepora 

Mission laments that "The indigenous community is lost in the 

world". Only recently in Brazil could these peoples even obtain 

passports.  

Irma Clark recounts her attendance at United Methodist Women 

Assemblies; her tenth will be May 18-20, 2018. This year’s 

Assembly, themed  "The Power of Bold", will be held in Columbus, 

Ohio, where the first Assembly of the Woman's Society of 

Christian Service took place in May 1942.  

 This issue is a resource for the current spiritual life study "Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective 

for Covenantal Living". Thousands of United Methodist women gather each summer to participate 

in the annual Mission u event, the benefits of which are education, advocacy, awareness and 

fellowship, to name a few.  

All of this and more make this month's response so interesting for those will take time to read and 

enjoy.  

-Inga Miller 

 

 

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS 

Thursday, May 3 at 12PM 

If you haven’t been called by April 27th, please 

call Janet Shaffer at 717-650-5813. 
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Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 

Old Country Buffet at 8:00 AM 

 

May 5 

June 2 

July 7 

August 4 

September 1 

October 6 

November 3 

December 1 

 

 

 

Prayer Breakfast 

Astoria Diner, 1900 W Market 

Street in West York at 8:00 AM 

 

May 17 

June 21 

July 19 

August 16 

September 20 

October 18 

November 15 

December 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✞ Godly Thoughts ✞ 
A monthly collection of inspiring quotes meant to inspire 

reflection, prayer, and growth. 

By Dee Gembe 

 

 Our words and our deeds should speak 

the same language. 

 Nails could not have kept Jesus on the 

cross if His love for us had not held Him 

there. 

 When you are swept off your feet, land 

on your knees. 

HOMEMADE STROMBOLI SALE 

Sponsored by the Young Family Group at Messiah UMC 

If you have not had a "Messiah" stromboli, they are about a foot long 

and around 3 inches wide. Inside there is ham, pepperoni, cheese 

and mustard. Each stromboli is around a single serving (maybe a little 

more). They freeze GREAT! 

Buy several for your family, co-workers, friends, and of course your 

church family to benefit York City Day Camp and other Messiah UMC 

missions. 

See someone from the young or the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board outside the office. Orders are due by May 6th with delivery date 

of May 12-14. 
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THE INFLUENCERS 

This month’s submission comes from Lorraine Shindler. Thank you 

for sharing your story, Lorraine!  

When I was invited to share information about someone who has 

made an influence in my life, I tried to make a deal with the 

persuader, Deb Firebaugh. I would do what she asked of me if 

she would join the choir. Sorry, choir  —— I tried!   As you see, she 

was successful in her persuading. 

Through the course of my life there have been many saints and 

sinners who have influenced me. There were situations where 

Satan did his thing through me but mostly the folks doing the 

swaying, inducing or persuading in their quiet, loving ways were 

successful in shaping my life for the good. 

Jean Bagshaw, president of the Women’s Society of Christian 

Service (predecessor of UMW) at Messiah as well as in the 

district, convinced that I should become involved. She believed I 

had some leadership abilities, and due to her example and 

leadership I eventually followed in her footsteps of service. That 

service involved work at the conference level as well as church 

related organizations such as Neighborhood Center, Normandie 

Ridge Auxiliary and Church Women United over a span of 58 

years. 

My husband, Jim, influences me to become a better cook as he 

continues to emit sounds of enjoyment at meal time. This 

encourages me to become more creative in meal planning and 

preparation which benefits both of us. He also lends a hand.  

There are others whom I consider encouragers - Marge Rost, Dee Gembe, Judy Grove and members of JOY 

Class. And by no means last but not least is Pastor Bob who influences my thinking and actions through his 

leadership and sermons,  plus the example he sets by walking the talk for all to see. 

This is written in appreciation for all who have influenced me through this journey of life.  

-Lorraine Shindler 

If you have something to contribute to the 

newsletter, you can email me at 

elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com or drop a note 

in the newsletter mailbox at the church by May 

20! All creative ideas are welcome! 

 

Who was your Influencer? 

Send your tribute to 

deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com. 

If you prefer, please see me and I 

will help you put it on paper! 

-Deb Firebaugh 

mailto:elizabeth.ann.kepner@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/deborah_firebaugh@hotmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 25: WOW @ TBD 

April 28: Bring Your Own Glass Painting Class 

May 2: Cooking for a Crowd 

May 3: Friendly Neighbors 

May 4: York City Day Camp Open House & Fundraiser 

May 5: UMM Prayer Breakfast & Meeting 

May 5: Camp Penn Work Day 

May 6: Stromboli orders due 

May 13: Muffins with Mom 

May 13: Children and Youth lead service 

May 14: JOY Class 

May 17: UMM Prayer Breakfast 

May 19: Family Covered Dish Supper 

May 26: Painting Party 

June 3: Graduation Sunday 

June 9: Mission Central Work Day 

 

 

MAY LITURGISTS 

May 6 (Communion) 

Cobi Kepner  

May 13 (Mother’s Day) 

Liz Berger/Vicky Salisbury 

May 20  

Monte Foor 

May 28 

Chuck Gembe 

NORMANDIE RIDGE AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP DUES 

If you missed paying your dues, there's still time to submit your 

payment to NR. Mail due payment ($5) with your membership 

application, found in your newsletter, to:  

 Susan Martin – membership 

 PO Box 7455 

 York, PA 17404 

Blessings, 

Sue Hartman 

Family Covered Dish Supper 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 19 for a family 

covered dish supper. More details and a sign-up 

sheet to come!!!   Plan to attend this night of food, 

fun and fellowship!!! 
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PAINTING PARTY AT MESSIAH UMC!   

Think Spring and flowers!  Come out to learn to paint OneStroke 

flowers on a canvas.  

Instructor: Beth Green, OSCI II 

Come join me on Saturday, May 26 at Messiah United Methodist 

Church at 1300 N. Beaver Street 

Starting at 9:30 am till 12:00 noon 

Cost: $25.00 (paint/brushes & supplies included) 

Signup sheet at the west entrance or email: 

countrychrmcreations@gmail.com 

Class size limited to 15 people.  

YORK CITY DAY CAMP OPEN HOUSE & 

FUNDRAISER 

You are invited to discover this Native American 

Treat AND support a vital summer ministry for the 

children of York! 

DATE:  Friday, May 4th, 2018 

TIME:  4:30-7:00 pm 

PLACE:  Messiah UMC, 1300 North Beaver St. York 

Fry bread (taco or dessert toppings) 

Silent Auction of Themed Baskets 

Register & Meet Day Camp Staff 

MESSIAH YOUNG FAMILY GROUP EVENTS 

May 6 Breakfast & Sunday School (Hartman)  

Stromboli Order Forms Due 

May 11 Make strombolis 

June 3 Breakfast & Sunday School (outside picnic Graver) 

June 13 Farm to Freezer 

 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/countrychrmcreations@gmail.com
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YOUTH CALENDAR 

If you have any questions about Youth activities, please 

contact Youth Coordinator Breanne Brunner at 

bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org.  

May 6 Youth Group 4:30-6pm @ Calvary 

May 13 No Youth Group – Happy Mother’s Day 

May 14 Youth Council Meeting 7pm @ Calvary 

May 20 Youth Group 4:30-6pm @ Calvary 

May 27 No Youth Group – Happy Memorial Day 

June 3 Roller Skating @ Mr. Q’s 

July 8 Hickory Falls Mini-Golf and Laser Tag 

July 25-29 Impact @ Camp Greene Hills 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES 

SUNDAY  

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY will be 

celebrated on April 29, 2018. Your offering on 

Native American Ministries Sunday helps support 

Native American ministries within our annual 

conference and in urban areas across the United 

States and scholarships to Native Americans 

attending United Methodist and other approved 

schools of theology. 

Also join us in the parish Hall after worship on 

Sunday, April 29 for Lunch. We will have a Baked 

Potato Bar with toppings and Ice Cream Sundaes 

for dessert. Look for a signup sheet in the Narthex  

Sunday, April 8th. 

-Ruby Olson 

file:///C:/Users/mckendea/Documents/Personal/Newsletter/bbrunner@yorkmessiahumc.org
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JOY CLASS 

JOY Class will be meeting on Monday May 14, 2018 at Round the Clock on Rt 30 at 11:30 AM. 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE JOY CLASS - PART 1 

Do you know what the JOY Class is? I didn’t, so I asked 

Lorraine Shindler to tell me about it. She referred me to 

their history, lovingly written by Nancy Myers Inners, to 

learn more about these inspirational ladies. Please 

enjoy the first part of their history watch for Part 2 in 

next month’s newsletter! 

Adapted from “History of the Joy Class – Messiah United 

Methodist Church” by Nancy Myers Inners 

The members of the JOY Class of Messiah, formerly 

Class #9, were situated in the north side of the Sunday 

School Classroom in the Fifth U.B. Church at the corner of East Sixth Ave. and North Duke St. in North York in 

the 1940s. The Rev. Carl Mundis was pastor and Victoria (Mrs. Arthur) Baeckel their teacher. 

They were a group of teenagers filled with vigor and vitality interested in school, boys, graduation, their first 

jobs, and the future. Vic, as they affectionately called their teacher, had quite a challenge, but she was 

successful helping them grow in their faith. She taught them prayers, humility, and service to God, their 

church, and to others. She encouraged them to memorize Bible verses and to read the gospels during Lent. 

Later she was into crafting, giving each of them crocheted doilies, pot holders, hand-blown decorated Easter 

Eggs. Christmas Tree ornaments, and small booklets of seasonal poetry and uplifting readings. She also wrote 

“God’s Minute” column in the class newsletter. 

Their class grew in numbers and they started to spread their wings… getting engaged, married, and 

becoming mothers. Young mothers brought babies to class who were passed among members. At times they 

were called the Rabbit Class because of the number of expectant mothers. 

As their class grew, so did the church, and when they moved to their new church on the hill at North Beaver 

St., they had their own classroom in the basement. Soon, with the help of a few husbands, their classroom was 

painted and decorated. They commissioned a beautiful painting from the Rev. C. Guy Stambach at a cost of 

$1,000, had it framed, and placed on the wall they faced as Vic taught. The painting “Come Unto Me” now 

hangs in the Parish Hall. 

Class meetings were held monthly in the evenings. There were always devotions, themed programs prepared 

by hostesses, a business meeting, and refreshments. Tables were decorated with centerpieces and napkins. 

Games were played and prizes awarded. There were special dinners for Mother’s Day and Christmas at which 

Pollyannas were revealed and gifts exchanged. Special events were enjoyed: swimming, bowling, bridal 

showers, family Halloween parties, hog maw suppers, picnics at Caledonia and Pinchot parks. 

Check out Part 2 in next month’s newsletter! 
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YORK CITY DAY CAMP 

What are you doing this summer? 

York City Day Camp is a 4-week day 

camp for children from all backgrounds in 

York City entering grades 1-6. The vision of 

the Christian–based camp program is to 

share Jesus with children from York City 

while providing them with a structured 

and nurturing environment for 8 hours 

each weekday. The goals of the day 

camp  are to develop a Christian 

community among the campers, to 

experience weekly field trips to 

community parks and public places for 

recreation and to learn life & leadership 

skills that will serve them throughout their 

lives. York City Day Camp is incorporated 

and is its won a 501 © (3) non-profit corporation through its affiliation with the United Methodist Church. It is 

governed by an independent board of directors representing local churches, the community and parents of 

campers. 

York City Day Camp is housed at Messiah United Methodist Church located at 1300 North Beaver Street in 

York. Our 2018 camp session will run from Monday through Friday from 9am-4pm, July 2-27, 2018. Campers 

are under the direction of a paid director and assistants who are certified school teachers. Volunteer 

counselors (4-5) complete the staff and are trained and supervised by the director. Campers register for one 

or all four weeks of camp. Camp materials and supplies are donated. Breakfast, lunch and an afternoon 

snack are provided daily for each camper and staff by supporting churches, community groups and 

donations. 

For registration or camp information, please contact Messiah UMC at 717-843-4574 during business hours 

Monday- Thursday 8:30 AM-2:30 PM. Registration materials may also be accessed through the Messiah UMC 

website www.yorkmessiahumc.org beginning May 1st.  

An Open House and Native American Fry Bread fundraiser will be held at Messiah UMC at 1300 N. Beaver St. 

on Friday, May 4th, 4:30-7:00 pm. Food, camp staff, registration and scholarship materials will be available. 

 

http://www.yorkmessiahumc.org/
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MAY BIRTHDAYS  

3 Cari Kepner Lee 

Barry Montag 

4 Gerald Yohe 

William W. Lee 

5 Jean Bowman 

Sam Eveler 

7 David Shuff 

8 Dalton Dacheux 

10 Marcia Shindler 

Susan Walker 

Stephanie Christy 

11 Jane Poff 

12 Richard Kerns, Jr. 

13 Jordan Fourhman 

16 Becky Bowman 

Samuel Eveler 

17 Harry Summers 

18 Donna Fitzkee 

Laura Graver 

Martha Hassler 

John Patrizio 

19 Mary Kibler 

Norma Miller 

21 Gary Boyd 

Melissa Peeling 

25 Evelyn Hassler 

26 Nancy Amspacher 

27 Jim Keller 

Dorothy Mundis 

28 Kayla Miller 

29 Sandra Kerns 

30 Andrew Troxell 

31 Andrew March 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

6 Josh and Laura Graver 

8 David and Diane Phillips 

12 Rick, Jr. and Sandy Kerns 

15 Tom and Julie Hartman 

16 Chris and Diana Olson 

17 Bill and Connie Kepner 

25 Bruce and Marjorie Rost 

26 Charlie and Becky Bowman 

29 Ira and Fran Shoff 

 

MISSED BIRTHDAY OR 

ANNIVERSARY 

If somehow we’ve missed you, call the church 

office. We’ll be glad to add your name to our list. 

Call the church office at 717-843-4574.  

SONG RECOMMENDATION 

Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) 

By Hillsong Worship 

https://bit.ly/1zDjef9 

https://bit.ly/1zDjef9

